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THE DEMOCRATIC SPIRIT AND BUREAUCRACY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp 2-5 
[Article by Liu Shaoqi) 


[Text] Editor's Note: Thies ie 4 epeech made by 
Comrade Liu Shaoqi at the party school of the Central 
China Bureau in 1941 and has been revised based on the 
records at that time. We have omitted some repetitive 
sentences and changed some quoted passages so that it 
is now published in ite present forn. 


On the bae‘e of the actual situations in China and our 
party, thie article makes use of the historical mate- 
rialist view and studies and analyzes the questions of 
democracy and bureaucracy and pute forth and expounds 
some important principles on how to correctly handle 
relations within the party and among the people. 

Comrade Liu Shaoqi noted: “We must educate the Chinese 
masses in the democratic spirit, and it is also neces- 
sary for we to conduct this education within our party.” 
This not only played a significant role in party build- 
ing and the building of the democratic political power 
in the revolutionary bases at that time, but was and 
still is of very great significance in correctly imle- 
menting democracy within the party and among the people 
and in effectively preventing and overcoming bureaucracy, 
both after our party became the ruling party and during 
our present course of developing the four modernizations. 


Our present revolution is called the dempcratic revolution, our government 
is called the democratic government against Japanese aggression and our 
bases are called the democratic bases against Japanese aggression. In 
fact, we talk about democracy in everything we do. However, what exactly 
ie democracy? 








What ie democracy? “Democracy” actually te a foreign term, The two 
declarations of the bourgeois revolutions we read about, that is, the 
U.S. Declaration of Independence and che French Declaration of the Rights 
of «a, noted at the very beginning that ali men are created by God and 
are bora equal, They then added that the state belongs to the people and 
should be ruled and enjoyed by them. Thie is the so-called “of th» 
people, by the people and for the people.” That ie to say, all people 
enjoy the most fundamental rights, euch ae freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, association, residence and movement. The people's rights and 
duties toward the etate are equal. Thies ie the democratic substance 
advocated by the bourgeole revolution, 


As you comrades al! know, there are different kinds of democracy, The 
bourgeoisie has ite bourgeois democracy, and we the proletariat have our 
proletarian demcracy. They are not only different in form but also 
different in nature and substance. Bourgeois democracy has ite bourgeois 
substance and form, and proletarian demcracy has its proletarian sub- 
stance and forn. 


The bourgeoisie talk about equality and the people's rights in eany 
instances, yet they can allow those absolutely unequal economic positions. 
The bourgeoisie possess hundreds of ulllions in wealth, yet they do not 
care about scores of millions of people who are suffering from a shortage 
of food and clothing. The state and society are founded on an economic 
structure. The methods of production of material wealth, the productive 
forces and the relatione of production constitute the foundation of 
society. Since people are economically unequal, they are therefore unequal 
in all other respects. Equality under the law is hypocritical. In fact, 
it only ineures the freedom and right of the bourgeoisie to exploit the 
workers. This is the real substance of bourgeois democ-acy. 


Proletarian democracy is totally different from bourgeois democracy. It 
not only requires legal equality and equality in political rights and 
duties, but aiso--what is most significant--requires economic equality 

and the elimination of capital and private property. During the Russian 
October Revolution there was 4 law: “Ne who does not work, neither should 
he eat.” This law eliminated the economic inequality. Everyone will have 
to work; and those who do not work should have nothing to eat, no matter 
how guch goney they have. With economic equality it is thus possible to 
have equality in politics, social positions, law, education and all other 
aspects. 


Apart from permitting economic inequality, the bourgeoisie also imose 
restrictions on political and legal equality (the present fascists simply 
write off democracy); and especially there is ineq ality regarding 
nationalities. For instance, the United States talks about equality, 

yet it treate the black people unequally. in addition, there also are 
restrictions on religion, sex and so on. Proletarian democracy breaks 
all these dividing lines. So only proletarian democracy is complete 
democracy. This is the difference in substance. 











Apart from the difference in substance, there also is a difference in 
form. The form of government of the bourgeois democratic states=-for 
exemple, the parliamentary system=--talks about democracy on the one hand 
and deceives the people on the other. Only proletarian democracy can 
truly enlist the laboring masees to participate in the administration of 
the state. As soon ae the proletariat secure political sower, they carry 
out the dictatorship of the proletariat to suppress the counterrevolu 
tionaries and stipulate that the reactionary exploiting clase are stripped 
of their democratic rights. Under the dictatorehip of the proletariat the 
proletariat are in a leadership position. Apart from truly enjoying the 
fundamental righte of freedom of speech, the press, association and 
assembly, all the people aleo enjoy the rights to work, to rest and to 
receive education. This is possible only after the economic inequality 

is broken. 


Now let us turn to the question of the democratic spirit. 


What is the democratic spirit’ It is the spirit of equality. The bour- 
geoisie talk about democracy in words only. They actually cannot practice 
democracy. Only the communists can truly maintain equality. We the 
revolutionaries must have the epirit of equality. We hold that no one 
has the right to oppress or exploit another person, nor does he have the 
right to humiliate the dignity of another person. If I can exploit your 
labor and you can do nothing but willingly accept my order, then this is 
inequality. This shows a lack of the democratic spirit. 


However, people's innate natures are different: there is che difference 
in intelligence development; some are tall while some are short; some have 
great physical strength while some have iictle; and there are men and women. 
Everyone has hie own special conditions, and these are in fact inherent 
differences. in addition, because of the difference in people's social 
status and environment, there is a division of labor in society, including 
all the differences in jobe and duties as well as functions and powers. 
For example, in our army there are commanders and fighters, and there are 
senior commanders and junior commanders. They are different in their 
duties and authority; the commanders must give orders and the fighters 
must obey orders. There are responsible people and irresponsible people 
in the party, and there are leaders and those being led. However, despite 
their innate differences and their differences in work, duties, functions 
and powers, all of them are basically equal. There is no inequality in 
the rights of man. A commander does not have the right to beat or abuse 
other people or exploit another person; otherwise he will be violating the 
democratic spirit. In dealing with the people, including foreigners and 
China's minority nationalities, if I may beat them and order them to work 
for me, then this amounts to a lack of the democratic spirit. In China, 
because of the long history of feudal society, man seemed to be of a 
higher rank and woman of 4 lower rank: the man may beat the woman but 
the woman may not beat the man. Of course, I do not mean to favor the 
woman beating the man. However, society seem to hold that the man 








beating the woman is something that ought to be. This shows 4 lack of the 
demcratic spirit. For another example, in our work we need an assistant 
to help ue in doing some jobs. However, if we think that the assistant is 
of a lower tank that we, then thie again shows a lack of the democratic 
epirit. Apart from aseisting ue in doing some jobs and apart from the 
difference in duties, the assistant has not lost any of hie rights, vbli- 
gations and personal dignity. | think we should understand the democratic 
spirit in this manner, 


Let us take a look at how Stalin talked about the democratic spirit. 
Firet, at the Firet All-Union Congress of Collective Farm Shock 
Brigadere, Stalin noted that he originally did not intend to speak at 
the congress, because several comrades had said before him all that had 
to be said and had said it well and to the point. “But as you insist, 
and the power is in your hands, I must submit.” ("Comlete Works of 
Stalin,” Vol 13, p 212) This te what we called the democratic spirit. 
Stalin did not think that since he was the leader he could either speak 
or not epeak as he wished. 


The 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army have true democratic spirit. It 
is indeed not easy to distinguish etween the officers and soldiers in 
the armed unite. This ie a very good spirit and must be developed in the 
future. The united front has had some undesirable influence on some 
cadres. These cadres and comrades not only do not carry forward and 
maintain our democratic tradition, but also deliberately make themselves 
different from others. We must eliminate the mentality of ranks which 
saye that we are high above other people. It is against democracy and 
is intolerable. The mentality of ranks and the hierarchical system are 
things of the feudal society. Hitler in fact acted in this way. There 
is not enough democratic spirit among many of our cadres. They really 
think that other people are of a lower rank while they themselves are of 
@ higher rank, without realizing that the differences in duties and 
authority are but transitory. Today when a person is a commander he 

has various functions and powers; but tomorrow when he is not a commander 
he will become an ordinary person. When the United States’ first presi- 
dent, Washington, retired from office he became an ordinary citizen. So 
even the bourgeoisie in the United States can adhere to democracy in this 
manner. Nevertheless, there are those among our party members who feel 
dissatisfied when they are required to retire from office and become 
ordinary people. There is the same phenomenon among the intellectuals: 
for example, when people become university students they will think that 
they are of a higher rank than secondary students. Not all of our com 
rades are able to truly and profoundly understand democracy and possess 
the democratic spirit. There are not many who can understand democracy 
and truly treat other comrades and party members .ith the democratic 
spirit in their work. In developing the democratic revolution, if we 
want to stand above the people, then thie will not mean that we have won 
a victory in revolution but that we have bred a large number of bureau- 
crate in the revolution. Therefore, in developing the democratic 








revolution we should firet of @1) possess Che democratic spirit our- 
selves. We must practice democracy politically and organigationally, 
enhance the party membe e' democratic spirit and eliminate our non- 
democratic apirit, Thies is necessary in developing our democratic 
revolution, 


However, the spirit of equality or the democratic spirit does not mean 
egalitarianism. At present there are among our comrades on the one hand 
the manifestation of inadequate democratic spirit, and on the other hand 
the manifestation of the phenomenon of ultrademocracy regarding certain 
egalitarian demands. They negate the organizational spirit, negate the 
fact that there are commanders and those being commanded among our ranks 
and negate the fact that there are leadere and those being led within 
the party. The spirit of equality end the democratic spirit are lit- 
erally abeent in these kinds of egalitarian and ultrademocratic demands. . 
Under existing conditions, people are different in their standards of 
education, abilities, the responsibilities they shoulder and the con- 
tributions they make. Each has hie own epectal features. Therefore, 
there are differences in duties and remunerations. Some people have 
heavy responsibilities. They have attendants, have horses to ride and 
have slightly better food. This is because they do mre work, work 
harder and expend gre energy. So it is necessary to have such differ- 
ences in order to make them equal. Otherwise they will be treated 
unequally. Egalitarianiem negates the differences in functions, powers 
and remunerations. This is not correct. Nevertheless, these people 
must not think that they are therefore of a higher rank because of such 
differences, because thie will be against the democratic spirit. 


The democratic spirit ie a very significant question. China is a coun- 
try which lacks the democratic tradition; the ordinary people have not 
received any training in democracy and know nothing about democracy. 
There are also many party members within our party who do not under- 
stand democracy. We are somewhat different from the people of Europe 
and the United States, who have gone through the democratic revolution 
and scores of years of training in democracy. When some comrades vent 
to work in various localities they knew nothing about democratic methods, 
and as a resuit they have made thempelves bureaucrats. It is therefore 
very necessary to talk about the democratic spirit today, and it is also 
necessary to talk about it within our party. We must educate the 
Chinese masses in the democratic epirit, and it is also necessary that 
we conduct this education within our party. 


Bureaucracy is the opposite of democracy. An absence of the spirit of 
democracy means bureaucracy. It is a form of domination in all societies 
of the exploiting classes. Bureaucracy often attaches special importance 
to the externa) forms of mattere and does many things in a decent manner 
in order to deceive the masses. Therefore, all exploiting classes are 
concerned about face-saving. Otherwise they will not be able to survive 
as bureaucrats. 











Bureaucracy exiets not only among the ranks of the exploiting classes, 
but aleo among the ranke of the proletariat, in the Communist Party and 
in the proletarian countries, In particular, when those of the prole- 
tariat and their political party become the ruling party, bureaucracy 
also becomes a serious problem. Lenin said: “Our country is a workers’ 
country with the illness of bureaucracy.” ("Complete Works of Lenin,” 
Vol 32, p 7) So there is aleo bureaucracy within the Communiet fF. «ty. 
In some places in our democratic bases against Japanese aggression, 
bureaucracy le quite strong. Where does the bureaucracy among our fanke 
of the oppressed classes come from? Lenin said: “It is possible to 
expel the c#ar--expel the landlorde--and expel the capitalists. We have 
actually achieved thie. However, we can neither ‘expel’ nor ‘completely 
eliminate’ bureaucracy in a peasant country. We can only gradually 
reduce it through obstinate efforts." ("Complete Works of Lenin,” Vol 35, 
p 490) “And not because the laws prevent it from being so, as was the 
case under the bourgeoisie; on the contrary, our lawe assist in this 
respect. But in thie matter laws alone are not enough. A vast amount 
of educational, organizational and cultural work ie required; this can- 
not be done rapidly by Legislation but demands a vast amount of work 
over a long period of time." ("Complete Works of Lenin,” Vol 29, p 152) 


Bureaucracy exists within our part, because the influence of the non- 
proletariat within the part, is very strong, and it is more so because 

of the inadequate standards of education of China's proletariat and labor- 
ing masses. Bureaucracy exists today and will continue to exist in the 
future. Therefore, the elimination of bureaucracy is a matter of scores 
of years and even a much longer period of time. Today there are many 
people who write articles and slogans demanding the elimination of 
bureaucracy. It is certainly necessary to eliminate bureaucracy. How- 
ever, it cannot be eliminated overnight. Stalin said: "So much is being 
said about bureaucracy that there is no need to expand on it. That ele- 
ments of bureaucracy exist in our state, cooperative and party apparatus 
there can be no doubt. That it is necessary to combat the elements of 
bureaucracy, and that this task will confront us all the time as 1 as 
we have state power, as long as the state exists, is also a fact." "But 
one must know how far one can go. To carry the struggle against 
bureaucracy in the state apparatus to the point of destroying the state 
apparatus, of discrediting the state apparatus, of attempts to break it 
up--that means going against Leninism, means forgetting that our apparatus 
is a soviet apparatus, which is a state apparatus of a higher type than 
any other state apparatus in the world.” ("Complete Works of Stalin," 
Vol 10, p 273) Compared with the apparatuses of the Japanese bandits, 
the traitor Wang Jingwei and the diehards, our apparatus has far less 
bureaucracy, and it is also of a different nature. However, until the 
standards of education of the proletariat and the laboring masses are 
eventually raised, so long as the state political power still «xists and 
until the difference between mental labor and physical labor is elimi- 
nated, bureaucracy cannot be completely eliminated. 











Why will the inadequate etandards of education of the proletariat and the 
laboring masses breed bureaucracy? Bureaucracy ie founded on the masees' 
ignorance and backwardness, which makes it easier for the exploiting 
classes to dominate and deceive the masses, When the masses’ standards 
of education are low, it te possible that they will be deceived and it is 
possible that bureaucracy will exiet. When the standards of education 

of some of the people are relatively high, and when some jobs can only 

be done by those with high standarde of education, then they give orders 
and thus develop themselvee into bureaucrats. I used to engage in the 
work of workers and peasants movements. I judged the situations and told 
them how to organize themselves and how to wage struggles. When the 
etruggles turned out to be victorious, they all applauded and thought 
that I had done them favors. They attributed all the achievements to me 
alone. That is to say, the masses want to uphold and support you as 
bureaucrats. As we have now learned something about democracy, when the 
masses want us to stay above them we will step down ourselves. Neverthe- 
less, only people who have the democratic spirit can do this. There are 
some people who, when the masses em to stay above them, will not 
come down. Thus they become the reaucvate. Of course, if you are bad 
bureaucrats, the masses will sti  %ppose you. Enhancing the masses’ 
standards of education, and espec.  ») cheir democratic spirit, and con- 
ducting education in democracy are our significant methods in opposing 
bureaucracy. Removing the bureaucrats from office only serves to bring 
about a temporary solution. Democracy must be practiced in all work and 
organization systems to insure the launching of the struggle against 
bureaucracy. All Communist Party members and cadres must have adequate 
democratic spirit and the spirit of equality and muet supervise and spur 
themselves and other people with democratic actions. Il» this way we shall 
be able to continuously prevent and gradually overcome bureaucracy. 
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1. Diversified Management Porm of the Socialist Economy 


The theories of Mara and Engele on scientific socialiem are constantly 
developed in practice. In the “Gommuniet Manifesto” Mars and 

eummericed their theories as “sbolishment of private ownership,” 
Which would lead to the abolition of exploitation and classes. After 
the failure of the Parie Commune, Mors explicitly pointed out in his 

“Critique of the Gotha Progress” written in 1875: The transition froe 
capitalies to commnaiee should undergo « period which is etill stamped 
with the treditions and birthmarks of the old society. In the book he 
aleo expounded the principle of distribution according to work. Due to 
the fect that he beliewed that proleterian revolution would first win 
te victory in the qoet edvanced capitalist countries, 411 he had in 

@ society there 





replace currency. This was « great ideal. However, owing to the fact 
that there was no socialist practice in the time of Marx and Engele, it 
was impossible for thee out every detail of socialies. 














After the October Revolution in Russia, Lenin eummed both poeitive and 
hegative experiences of wartine communlem and the New © Polley, 
pointing out hat commditices and curreney would exiet for « protracted 
time in the period of socielies, Under the leadership of Stalin, the 
eellectivieation of agriculture was accomplished. In his report delivered 
in 1996 of the probies of (he constitution, Stalin aaid that there were 
twe kinds of sociaiiel ownership in socialist sectety and that there were 
working clase, peasant clase and intellectual strata in such a society, 
Thie was « new development in the socialiet ides. Whether there should 
Still be commodities after the soctaliet transformation of the ownership 
of the means of production wae the point at Leewe in the Soviet Union. 

im hie old age, Staelin cummed up the experiences of socialist const ruc- 
tion. He explicitly pointed ovt in hie “Reonomic Problem of Secialise 
in the USSR": Se long a¢ there are twe Kinds of socialist public owmer- 
ship, there should still be exchanges of commedities, and the law of value ° 
etill playe ite role. Thle was another new development in the socialist 

idea. However, Stalin failed to mention whether commodity exchange etili 
exieted after the two kinds of ownership had merged into one, namely, 

public ownership by the entire society. Thie wae aleo ⸗— point in debate. 
Comrade Mao Zedong pointed ovt: There might still be commodities after 

the transition from collective omership to ownership by the whole people. 
Gomrade Liu Shaogi also said that, so long ae the principle of distribu- 

yo A —— to work ie sot abandoned, commodities should not be 





Stalin committed mistakes in dealing with the following problems: He 
wrongly thought that io such @ big country as the Soviet Union, where the 
economic development of variows areas wae unbalanced, ownership by the 
Whole people could oniy follow one and the same pattern. He failed to 
take into account the differences between areas and enterprises. To hia, 
thie was also the case with collective ownership. In the meantiae, he 
aiso maintained that essential means of production (land and agricultural 
machinery) could oniy be nationalized. While dealing with the matter of 
the state purchase of agricultural products, he violated the principle of 
exohange at equal value. Ai Stalin admitted that the exchange of 
products between the two kinde of ownership wae an exchange of commodi- 
ties, he denied the role of the law of walue in regulating agricultural 
production. Purthertmore, he maintained thet the emchange of products . 
between enterprices under ownership by the whole people was oo longer an 
exchange of commdities. He therefore adopted an economic wanagement 
system which only attached iaportance to the readjustment of plans but 
negiected the regulation of merketes. 


The level of economic development in old Chine was lower than that in 
ceeriet Russia. in old China the economic development of different areas 
was unbalanced, and the backward areas lagged behind the advanced ones by 
several centuries. in such 4 country it was more necessary for the 
proletariat, after its seizure of political power, to study in 4 scien- 
tific way the methods of building socialise by applying the theories of 





historical materialiies, Chine epent only 8 yeare accomplishing soctaliet 
transformation of the ownership of the @eane of production, in the past 
our effeorte were regarded ae completely successful, Judging by present 
etenderds, we discover that we advanced o bit too fast during the firet 

and second years and overdid our work in some respects, in 1998 we 
organized people's communes on « big scale, and tendencies to eff t the 
transition to communities prematurely were — encour . Afterward 

we aradually retreated in the subsequent 2 of } years, rt, the 

ideas of one-sidedly hankering after the basic characteristics of “larger 
in size and having @ higher degree of public ownership” have not been 
overcome to date. We learned from the Soviet experiences to establieh 
ownership by the whole people and collective ownership based on one and 

the same pattern, We tried to abolish collective ownership in towne and 
cities, and in rural areas we banned various kinds of economic activities 
which eulted the local conditions. We aleo tried to eradicate the remmante 
of private economy prematurely. infivenced by euch guiding thought we only 
attached importance to the readjustment of our plane but neglected the 
regulation of markets. We overemphasized centralized unity and economic 
management eystem which were unsuitable to the actual conditions. 





in our country’s weet rural areas *he commodity economy ie least developed. 
Without developing the commodity economy and making use of the role of 
markets, it ie impossible to expand socialized large-scale production. 

Ae 4 result, we will not succeed in building eocialien. Socialien in the 
turel areas today ie tamature, because it ie based on 4 seminaturel 
economy. Construction should not elwaye be ligited within the scope of 
commnes. instead, we should expend the economic ties between the city 
and the countryside. Moet of the cepitaliet industry and commerce in 

our country never reached a stage of monopoly capitalien. in the sean- 
time, we newer developed various kinds of economic organizations (such ae 
trusts) to promete economic 1 ion. Seginning in the 1950's, we 
utilized the experiences of the Union and ted administrative 
management syetem: which lacked coordination. We cut off some existing 
market economic ties and recklessly sbandoned the market economic setruc- 
ture suitable for modern and large-ecale production which has been devel- 
oped in the capitaliet world ower the past 200 to 300 years. We devieed 
out own economic patterns which hampered the development of productive 
forces to 4 certain extent. We gust realize that socisliem does not come 
from the brains of 4 handful of people and that it is developed on the 
actual social basie. Therefore, it ie against the Naraiet theories of 
historical materialise to try to skip ower the development stage of com 
modity economy, abruptiy abolish the inevitable differences in the actual 
society and establish « homogeneous and “pure eocialien.” 


Under the conditions whereby socialiet public own -rehip occupies 4 domi- 
nant position, China's socialist economy should allow the coexistence of 
diversified economic management form end 4 emall cumber of other economic 
eectore within certain limite. Ownership by the whole people should not 
follow only one pattern. Vaeriow: tredes and services as well es sreas 





should be allewed to have varyifg degrees of mechaniaation. Dbifferent 
kinds of large, @edius and email enterprises should alee be allewed to 

t different kinds of business Ganagem@ent methods, Enterpriees under 
edllective ownership should net follew ome pattern either, Oue to the 
fact that vafious economic white acquire different degrees of public 
ownership, the collective economic sectors should be aliowed to be 
included in the economy under the ownership by the whole people. Private 
economic sectore should aieo be allowed te extet in the economp under the 
collective ownership. Collective ovnerehip in towne and cities te differ- 
ent from that in the rural areas. It ie alee different from the ownership 
by the whole people. Owing to the fact that the differences in economic 
conditions in various areas are eo great, it ie more necessary for collec- 
tive ownership in the rural ereas to acopt different kinds of management 
form. “Three-level ownership by the commune, the production brigade and 
the production team, with the production team as the basic 
wait,” te basically in accord with the level of development of productive 
forces in most areas throughout the country. in 4 small number of com 
@unes where the commne-run and brigade-run enterprises are highly devel- 
oped and the incomes of communes end production brigades far exceed those 
of production team. the coliective ownerehip there has developed into an 
ownership by the production brigade, of ownership by the commune in some 
particular cases. Most of these economic management forms are correct. 
However, in a tiny oumber of areas throughout the country, production 
team are still unable to satiefy the commune gembere' sinigum needs in 
their livelihood. ‘o deal with thie problem, apart from enc the 
commune members’ initiative for collective economy, we should utilize 
their initiative for private economy. in particular, in the remote and 
@untainouws dietricte as well ae pastoral areas where population is 
eparee, if we impose large-scale collective production on them, their 
labor productivity inevitably will drop, and extensive waste will result. 
Therefore, a more flexible method should be adopted to deal with the prob- 
lew of ownership there. Determining which kind of ownership is the best 
is judged by ite role in expanding social productive forces and in increas- 
ing labor productivity, a¢ well a6 ie atteining the most powerful economic 
effects. it is « fanciful idea to telk about the basic characteristics of 
“larger in sige and having 4 higher degree of public ownership” if we 
stray from euch « principle. 


I believe that enterprises under collective ownership in towns and cities 
throughout the country still have « wast field for development. it is 
wrong to abolish collective ownership. The “big collective ownership” 
currently followed in towns and cities is actually a “emall ownership by 
the whole peopie.” it is only elightiy different from the state-run 
enterprises in terme of adminietrative management, payment for labor 

and so forth, with che exception that enterprises under the Second 
Ministry of Light Industry ere allowed to set aside 4 small portion of 
profite for their own wee. After 1970 « great number of enterprises 
under “small collective ownership,’ namely, neighborhood enterprises, 
were set up in towne and cities. They did not completely follow the 
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principle of collective owhefehip, Once they developed they were expro= 
priated without any compensation and upgraded to state-run enterprises of 
enterprises under “big collective ownership.” It seem that people have 
been influenced by such an idea for 4 long time; that ie, that collective 
ownership in towne and cities ie obsolete, To solve the problem of 
employment, last year many towne and cities set up 4 number of cu ‘pe rae 
tives of cooperative groupe which assume sole responsibility for their 
profite or losses, However, sany people wrongly regarded thie a6 a 
temporary measure to solve the problem of employment. To them, all these 
cooperatives and cooperative groupe were reserve armies of labor for 
state-run enterprises, Once state-run enterprises invited applications 
for jobe, members of these cooperatives crushed to enatch the “iron rice 
bowl” one after another, Enterprises under collective ownership in 
Beijing have been run weil, but members of the cooperatives still viewed 
them as “paper rice bowls.” People doubted whether enterprises under 
collective ownership would exiet permanently. Many cooperatives were 
eet up through administrative orders, and the basic principles of coopera- 
tive ownership, euch as voluntariness, sole responsibility for profite or 
losses, sharing ovt bonuses, democratic management and so forth, were 
neglected. Although the gunicipal party committee decided to treat 
equally, without discrimination, enterprises under ownership by the whole 
people and those under collective ownership, some departments were reluc- 
tant to implement the policy. As 4 result, organizations under collec- 
tive ownership were etill inferior to others. Under such circumstances 
it wae difficult to consolidate organizations under collective ownership. 
Private laborers who did not exploit others naturally were discriminated 
against. 


In some poor rural areas the system of allocation of work responsibility 
to groups was adopted last year. In @ emall number of areas work 
responsibility was even allocated to households or individuals, and a 
distribution system based on output was aiso adopted. Marked results in 
increasing production were achieved. The allocation of work responsi- 
bility to households or individuals is different from the allocation of 
land to individual households. Land ie still owned by the public. 
Production team work out unified plane and exercise unified leadership. 
Collective labor should be carried out provided that it is beneficial 

to some fare work. 


To raise the level of public ownership of agriculture we should not rely 
entirely on expanding collective production. Peasants can be organized 
on @ larger scale by expanding the relations between supply and marketing. 
In Yugoslavia individual peasants have accounted for 4 larger percentage. 
However, the agricultural, industrial and commercial complexes have 
organized state farm, cooperative farm and indi idual farm into 
agricultural, industrial and commercial communities through the rele- 
tions between supply and merketing. They are larger in scale than our 
people's communes, and their levels of commercialization, mechanization 
and socialization are higher than ours. It is obviously a fairly good 
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organigational form to organise agricultural laborers through the channel 
of circulation, Prier to the estabiishment of agricultural cooperatives 
in our country, we also organized peasants through supply and marketing 
cooperatives, Of course, we have @ vast population and insufficient land 
in our country. A household with 10 gy of land canmet carry out sechani~- 
sation, and such a family will encounter great difficulties in leveling 
land and obtaining irrigation. Therefore, these families should be 
organized, However, the co.lectivigation of agriculture should be in 
line with local conditions and adept various kinds of management form. 
Any form of management we adopt should be beneficial to raising Labor 
productivity and achieving economic effects, 


The law on joint ventures with Chinese and foreign investment promul- 
gated last year will give rise to a new economic sector in our country. 
While permitting capitalist countries to invest in China, we should also 
encourage Overseas Chinese and compatriote in Hong Kong and Macao to 
expand their investments in the motherland. Since last year this kind of 
joint etate-private enterprise has begun to develop in many areas. The 
Association of Industry and Commerce in Shanghai recently organized a 
patriotic construction comany., It hae raised funds amouncing to 50 or 
60 million yuan. It will build houses for Overseas Chinese and provide 
loans for some medium and small enterprises, and enterprises under collec- 
tive ownership in particular. Similar kinds of companies have also been 
set up in Tianjin and Beijing. 1 believe that the funds of these 
patriotic people and their experiences in business management and market 
regulation will benefit our socialist construction. Our constitution 
stipulates that the estate ailows individual workers to engage in indi- 
vidual labor involving no exploitation of others. I believe that this 
kind of individual labor will develop to a certain extent in the next 
few years. Service trades in towns and cities, such as catering, 
tailoring, repairing, and others, are manual operations and suitable for 
decentralized management. Ail these trades are preferabiy managed by 
cooperatives, individual workers and cooperative groups which assume 
sole responsibility for their profite and losses. Socialist public 
ownership in our country has been strongiy consolidated, and the 
existence of a small number of semisocialist or nonsocialist economic 
sectors will never shake the dominant position of the socialist economy. 
Under the staunch leadership of the socialist state-owned economy, taking 
@ great number of collective enterprises as aide to the state-owned 
economy and 4 small number of other economic sectors as its supplementary 
parte is an inevitable course in our socialist construction. 


2. Promote Strong Points, Avoid Weaknesses and Give Pull Play to 
Advantages 


Ours ie a big country with 4 population of 970 million and an area of 
9.6 million square kilometers. We should establish an independent and 
fairly complete economic system throughout the country. The principle 
we put forward during the period of the Second Pive-Year Plan was 
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Completely corfect, Wowever, we later pufewes the practice of estabiish= 
ing 4 complete economic system ‘4 every economically coordinated region 
or even in every province, Thie was 4 wrong practice, Different parte 
of our country differ greatly in their netural conditions, and each area 
has ite own peculiarities, The prineiple ef our economic construction 
should encourage the practice of promoting strong points, avoiding weatk- 
ness and giving full play to advantages. Division of labor and coordina= 
tion should be carried out throughout the country, and mutual hei, te 
make up what the other lacke ie absolutely necessary, ach area has ite 
oR strong pointe and weaknesses. Shanghai is the gost developed indus- 
trial area, but it lacks various kinds of natural resources, Many places 
in the northwest and southwest areas are backward in their industries but 
rich in natura! resources. These two different kinds of areas should 
carry out divisions of labor and coordination, help meet each other's 
needs and give full play to each other's advantages. This will be most 
beneficial to both areas. 


To compete in world aarkets we should aleo follow the principle of pro- 
@oting strong points, avoiding weaknesses and giving full play to our 
advantages. in the international aarket competition, sufficient san- 
power, low cost of living and abundent natural resources are our 
advantages, whereas insufficient funde anc .ow technological anu manage- 
ment levels are our weak points. erefore, over 4 fairly long period 
of time we should utilize our abundanc satural resources and develop sore 
industries which require 4 great amount of manpower. in the seantiae, 
we should avoid developing too many industries which require a large 
amount of funds and sophisticated techniques. By giving full play to 
our advantages we can gradually sccumulate funds and raise some of our 
important industries to the advanced worid level. 


While making overall economic arrangements at home, each and every area 
should also promote its strong points, avoid weaknesses and do every- 
thing possibile to give full play to ite advantages in accordance with 
local natural conditions. Influenced by the guiding thought that each 
and every area should establieh 4 comlete economic system, some sreas 
which were poor in such ginerai resources a6 coal and iron tried hard to 
establish industrial bases of coal and iron. As 4 result, goney and gan- 
power were wasted. insofar a» -ericuiture is concerned, the principle of 
making grain the key link was carried owt in gountain and pastoral areas 
and subtropical zones. In this way the local natural resources vere 
severely sabotaged. During the past 30 years it was our subjective 
intention to speedily reduce the distinction between different areas. 
Actually, such distinction was widened. Our failure can be attributed 
to two reasons. First, we adopted 4 wrong guiding principle for con- 
struction. In mountein areas we ruined forests in order to reciaia land. 
In pastoral areas we destroyed grasslands in orde to plant crops. This 
caused soi) erosion and expanded the desert areas. Second, we had insuf- 
ficient accumulations, and people's living standards were extremely low. 
Some agricultural areas were unable to maintain eves simple reproduction, 
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but they blindly carried out lafgersceie farmiand capital construction, 
Even the femaining Seager manpower, Galerial resources and money were fot 
properly used te increase production and yearly income and improve the 
people's livelihood, which remained unchanged for several years. Even 
(vel poor accumuiatione were wasted. Actually, mountain and pastoral 
areas with vast land and eparee population have abundant natural 
resources, such as bamboo, fure and 4 variety of other local producte. 
These are badly needed at home. A great number of local products sell 
well on international markets after processing and refining. If ai) 
these areas had given full play to their advantages in a planned way 
over the past 30 years, the advanced tndustrial areas would not have run 
short of raw materiale, and Light industry would have developed more 
speedily. in the meantime, backward areas would have increased their 
income, and their economic backwardness would have been changed. 


Generally speaking, capitalist countries develop their agriculture first. 
Later, they develop their light industry. Finally they exert their 
efforts to develop heavy industry. Socialist countries can shorten such 
4 process but cannot change it. Advanced and backward areas at home should 
share the work and cooperate with each other. If advanced areas demand 
perfection and try to be self-sufficient, they will not be able to give 
full play to their advantages. Backward areas should make full use of 
their advantages to develop their agriculture, animal husbandry, forestry, 
fishery and so forth. They should, firet of all, center their efforte on 
expanding raw material supplies and then gradually develop their unskilled 
and skilled processing industry. To solve the problem that our country is 
running short of raw materiale for light industry, backward areas should 
aiso make full use of their own (avorabie natural conditions to develop 
the production of raw materiale. This is aiso an important aspect of 
giving full play to their advantages. These areas have a vast territory 
and are abundant in natural resources. in this respect, piain areas are 
very inferior to them. If they adopt a policy in line with local condi- 
tions and give full play to their advantages, the income of the people 

in mountainous and pastoral areas will probably exceed that of the people 
in plain areas or even of workers. Several countries in northern Burope 
export timber, and Austrailia exports wool, and they have gained large 
profits from their export business. Why should our mountainous and 
pastoral areas not use the experiences of these countries for reference? 


Ours is a socialist country. We have to work out an all-round plan in 
order to give full play to the advantages of various areas. There are 
defects and shortcomings in our present price and commercial system. 

It is necessary for the central authorities to make an all-round arrange- 
ment in order to give full play to the advantages of various areas. For 
example, Heilongjiang Province exports a large amount of ofl, timber, 
coal and food grain. 


With these four “trump cards” at hand, Heilongjiang enjoys great 
advantages, because ail these products are badly needed throughout the 
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country. However, the prices of these products are low, and, with the 
exception of ofl, they do not bring much profit to the province, Instead 
of earning profits, Heilongjiang Province sometimes loses money in 
developing these products. Sefore the prices of timber, coal and grain 
are increased, | suggest that we follow 4 reasonable method of caleu= 
lating the prices of these products so that the deficits ineurreu in the 
business will be made up while we work out a financial budget. in addi- 
tion, Nellongjiang Province will not get cash payment locally, because 
ail these products should be shipped to other provinces and sold there. 
Thie will result in regional inflation and stringent supplies. There- 
fore, while making a state plan for commodity circulation we should pay 
attention to supplying Hellongjiang with products from light industry 
approximately equal in price to the products it exports to other 
provinces, in accordance with the principle of exchange at equal value. 
Otherwise, Heilongjiang Province will not be able to give full play to 
ite advantages. Cattle hides, wool, meat, milk and eo forth produced in 
Nei Monggol are also badly needed, Today the income of herdsmen in the 
Nei Monggol pastoral area ie higher than that of peasants in grain- 
producing areas. This has partly shown the advantages of the pastoral 
area. However, after exporting 4 great number of livestock products, 
herdemen in the pastoral area stil’ lack articles for everyday use. 
Therefore, trade departments should adopt a principle of exchange at 
equal value and supply herdemen with articles of daily use so that they 
will lead a bountiful life. 


To give full play to the advantages of vaiious areas we should gradually 
increase the prices of agricuitural, livestock, forestry and aquatic 
products, provided that conditions permit. in the meantime, we should 
aleo change Lhe one-way and planned system of allocation and transfer of 
goods so that the amount of importe and exports will be approximately 
equal. At present, after reaching the targets set in the state plan for 
the allocetion and transfer of goods, areas which produce raw materials 
should be allowed to exchange their goods with other provinces for 
products they need at a “negotiable price,” or to send their raw mate- 
tials to other provinces for processing and then share the profits. The 
same principle should also be pursued in the allocation and transfer of 
goods between the cities and the countryside to encourage the production 
of agricultural, livestock, forestry and aquatic products as well as the 
production of other raw materials. if we follow these principles, we 
will not only encourage various areas to give full play to their 
advantages, but aleo gradually reduce their distinction. 


3. Protect Competition and Promote Unity 


During the j-year recovery period and the period .{ the First Five-Year 
Plan, the state-run and privately operated enterprises actively competed 
with each other. At that time che state-run enterprises were full of 
vitality, and they speedily defeated the capitalist economy. After the 
basic accomplishment of socialist transformation, state enterprises 
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monopolized everything, Oue Lo the fact that we pursued the practice of 
@ high degree of cencraliem and of monopolising everything and eliminating 
competition, bureaucratiem in our economic management developed increas- 
ingly. This gradually ossified our economic structure and activities, 
After the third plenary session we carried out 4 reform of the economic 
management syetem on a trial basis ana combined the readjustment of plane 
with the regulation of markets. Guided by state plans, we give full 

play to the role of markets. For 4 year or so we changed the usual 
syetems of purchasing and dietribution by the state (means of Livelihood) 
and planned distribution (means of production). In other words, the 
production of many kinde of articles for everyday use is decided by sales 
volume. Commercial departments have the priority to select and purchase 
them, and factories themselves are allowed to sell the goods which com 
mercial departments co not want te buy. Meetings for ordering capital 
products and sales exhibitions are held in some main cities. Those 
products which are not included in the plane for allocation and transfer 
can be exchanged for goods frem other ereas without interference from the 
state plans. in the past, supply and marketing cooperatives monopolized 
the purchase of agricultural ana subsidiary products. Commercial depart- 
ments were not allowed to go to Lhe countryside, and supply and marketing 
cooperatives were not allowed to go to the cities. The exchanges between 
city and countryside were thus hampered. We have now begun to remove the 
barriers between the cities and the rural areas. Some areas allow their 
communes and production brigades to sell their products in the cities. 
Although the amount of products which factories, communes and production 
brigades can sell for themselves is smali, some competition in markets 
will be encouraged. Due to the direct contacts between the buying and 
selling parties, che departments concerned know what kinds of products 
sell well and what kinds of products have no market. Thus, the produc- 
tion departments can readjust their produccion plans, and comercial 
departments can readjust their purchasing and selling plans. In the 
meantime, the dislocation between production and demand wili be reduced. 
Some factories send cheir staff members to sell their products so that 
they can acquaint themselves with the demands of customers, or they put 
up advertisements to promote sales. Some department stores have begun 
to improve their attitude in waiting on customers because there is com- 
petition. Ali these new things have just occurred. So long as we make 
the best use of the new situation and promote ite development, we wili 
score marked success. 


To pursue 4 policy of market regulation we should allow competition and 
protect it. Due to the fact that free competition is a principle of the 
capitalist economy, during the past 30 years we did not dare mention 
competition, and we only allowed emulation. Competition and emulation 
are entirely different. Through competition the winners will gain more 
profite and their staff members more bonuses. This has become a motive 
force for improving productive technology and business management. Of 
course, socialist competition is different in principle from that of 
capitalist society. Our competition is based on public ownership of the 
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means of production and the guidance of Che state plans, It is not free 
competition, Competition should be combined with material interests, 
Otherwise, competition will not play ite role of encouraging and reward- 
ing the advanced unite and apurring on the backward cones, For many yeare 
in the past we opposed competition which was combined with materia! 
interests. No different treatment was given to enterprises which aue 
profite or lost money or to staff members who worked hard or did a shoddy 
job. This impeded the improvement of our proauctive technology and 
business management and caused a dislocation between production and 
markets, Due to the fact that we attached no importance to economic 
effects, enormous waste was incurred. Some comrades were afraid of 
competition because they thought that it would widen the differences. 

In fact, such differences will become a motive force for encouraging and 
vewarding the advanced unite and epurring on the backward ones. Differ- 
ences exist objectively, and we cannot speedily eliminate them in 
accordance with our subjective wiehes. Now we admit difference in order 
to ewiftly develop production and create conditions for eliminating these 
differences in the future. Equalitarianiem which reflecte the petty bour- 
geois ideas is not acientific soctaliean. 


The protection of competition not coily is ideologically hindered but 

algo contradicts our rules and regulations in force. According to our 
present rules and regulations, aii trades and services take on every~- 
thing, and each and every area ‘restricts its own activities to a desig- 
nated aphere” without interfering in the other's business. Competition 
is limited or banned. Therefore, to protect competition we should change 
some of our rules and regulations which impede competition. Partition 
and blockade between areas, services and trades shou.d be lifted. The 
protection of competition will probably contradict the partial interests 
of certain areas and departments. During the past 20 years we called on 
various areas to establish a complete industrial system. The “five small 
industries" were founded all over the country. A large number of products 
produced by these "five emall industries” were poor quality, expensive to 
produce and cost a iot, and inevitably they were eliminated in competi- 
tion. To protect these backward enterprises, some local authorities did 
not allow the departments concerned to order or buy goods from advanced 
unite in other areas. It was obvious that this interference by the 

local authorities was not beneficial to the development of enterprises 

in these areas. 


The protection of competition also contradicts our current price manage- 
ment system. Price is an important tool in competition. If we only 
accept one price in all markets throughout the country, such a practice 
will be detrimental to competition between various areas and enterprises 
(including companies). At present all enterprises must pursue a unified 
pricing system. The prices of goods which sell wel’ cannot be raised, 
whereas the prices of products which have no buyers cannot be reduced. 
In other words, enterprises are not allowed to pursue the principle of 
raising the prices of high-quality products and lowering the prices of 
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low-quality goods. The production o: many low-quality and expensive 
products can be continued by relying on arranged distribution and state 
financial subsidies. Those high-quality and inexpensive products are 
frequently restricted by the syetem of etate purchasing and distribution 
and planned prices. Thus, cheir competition in the markets is handi- 
capped, To protect competition, price departments should give enter- 
prises certain decisionmaking power to fix the prices of their products. 
Those factories which produce inexpensive products because of advanced 
technology and good management should be allowed to pursue a practice 
of small profits but quick tucnover, The prices of some badly needed 
raw materiale and very good quality products should be raised a bit, so 
full play can be given to their competitive power, 


During the past 2 years we have gradually corrected the policy of seclu- 
sion pursued by Lin Biao and the "gang of four” and have boldly advanced 
into international markets. It is obvious that we should be competitive 
in order to sell our products in international markets. Before competing 
in international markets we should, first of all, compete in the domestic 
markets. Without taking part in sporte meets at home, it is impossible 
for we to win gold medals in the Olympic Games. To protect competition 
we should oppose the policy of imposing a blockade on any area. We 
should not allow any iocal government to use administrative means to 
impede other areas from selling their products in ite markets in order 

to protect ite backward industries. Various areas should share the work 
and cooperat. with each other. They should help supply each other's 
needs. They should learn from the strong pointe of others to offset 
their own weaknesses (or use their strong pointe to help others overcome 
their weaknesses). The stipulation that every enterprise ise restricted 
to its trade and area shouid be changed. Such a stipulation wiil not be 
beneficial to the comprehensive utilization of natural resources and the 
exchange of products through economic channele. Different enterprises 
dealing with different trades should be ellowed to establish joint enter- 
prices (such as coal mine and power station joint enterprises). Various 
areas can buy or seil cheir enterprises through consultations. The sys- 
tems which stipulate that internal trede is dominated by the Ministry of 
Commerce and the supply and marketing cooperatives and that foreign trade 
is exclusively governed by the Ministry of Poreign Trade should gradually 
be changed. At present it ie necessary to expand the channele of circu- 
lation and encourage competition. Otherwise we will not be able to break 
with the bureaucratic work etyle of “officiel trade." 


Capitalist countries regard free competition as a motive force for 
developing the economy, encouraging enterprises to constantly raise 
their technical level and improve their administrative management so 
that they can produce products which will meet the demands of the market 
and defeat their competitors. After the creation of monopoly organiza- 
tions had become widespread, many countries promulgate “antimonopoly 
bills” to properly protect medium and small enterprises, so that free 
competition would continue to play ite role as a motive force. This is a 
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necessary measure to prevent the decline of the economy. Members of the 
economic community have removed their tariff barriers to encourage free 
trade within the community. Thies le an iceviteble outcome of the high 
degree of socialization of the economy, We can learn much from what 
they have done. Of course, oure ie 4 socialist country, and our Level 
of economic development is comparatively low Therefore, we sho.!'1 *on- 
tinue to implement the policy of exercising control over foreign trade, 
(It ia better that foreign trade not be exclusively governed by the 
Minietry of Foreign Trade but run by the areas concerned and cooperative 
enterprises which are organized by the Ministry of Foreign Trade.) This 
will help eafeguard economic independence. 


Various trades and services as well as enterprises will be forced to 
reform or reorganize ae 4 result of competition. Otherwise they will be 
eliminated. Willi thie lead to a succession of bankruptcies of medium and 
emall enterprises’ Such 4 possibility can be averted. The best way to 
deal with thie problem te to encourage integration. A tiny number of 
enterprises which lacked natural resources, wasted energy and produced 
low-quality and expensive products were forced to stop their production 
or merge with some advanced enterprises, because they could not be 
reformed. Moet of the medium and small enterprises can exist inde- 
pendently, and some of them can be integrated with large enterprises. 
Due to the development of specialized coordination, many big factories 
in capitalist countries rally a large number of emall factories around 
them. These small factories produce various kinds of epare parts and 
fittings for them. Many email factories are willing to coordinate with 
the big ones in order to insure their constant production. Ours is a 
socialist country. So long as we make use of our favorable conditions, 
it is easier for we to organize the division of labor and coordination 
between big and small enterprises. We can absolutely avoid the possi- 
bility of “big fish swallowing little ones.” The wain re .on why we 
failed to promote the division of labor and coordination between big and 
omall factories was that some of our factories belonged to several 
departments of the central authorities, and some were owned by the 
provincial, municipal and county governments. in addition, some were 
factories under “big collective ownership" and some were enterprises 
under “small collective ownership.” They all adopted bureaucratic 
administrative management methods and neglected economic law. After the 
establishment of integrated companies, the participating enterprises etill 
experienced interference from their own leading administrative organs. 
As 4 result, it was imposeibie for the integrated companies concerned to 
follow a unified direction. So long as we reform the present economic 
management system and free the enterprises from unreasonable interference, 
this kind of integration can be fully realized. 


Along with the rapid development of local industries and industries run 
by communes and production brigades, contradictions arose between pro- 
cucers of agricultural producte and raw materials and processing fac- 

tories. Communes demanded that products which were in excess of state 
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quotas (such as tobacco leaves, silkworm cocoons and so forth) be 
processed by themelves. They even eold low-quality products to the 
state and kept the better ones for thelr own use. As 4 result, the 
amount of high-grade products produced by processing factories dropped. 
This was detrimental to both exports and domestic markets, The British- 
American Tobacco Company in old China integrated cigarette factories in 
Shanghai and Qingdao with tobacco-producing areas such as Xuchang in 
Henan, Fangzi in Shandong, Fengyearg in Anhui and eo forth to produce 
various kinds of famous=brand cigarettes. Now the production of 
cigarettes and tobacco leaves ie governed by light industry bureaus and 
the supply and marketing cooperatives of several municipalities and 
counties. In addition, tobacco-producing areas have set up their own 
emall cigarette factories to produce poor-quality cigarettes. As a 
result, the output of famous-brand cigarettes produced in Shanghai and 
Qingdao has dropped due to a lack of raw materials. All thie rune 
counter to the direction of development of large-scale and socialized 
production. Under the present conditions, the most effective way to 
solve these contradictions is to encourage integration (coordination). 
Apart from organizing integrated companies, communes and production 
brigades should be allowed to send their raw materials above state 
quotas to the state-run factories for processing and to share the 
profite. fo produce more chemical fertilizer and iron and steel, many 
areas set up small-scale fectories and iron and steel plants. These 
projects caused them enormous losses. From now on we should encourage 
various areas to invest in large-scale factories. In so doing, apart 
from sharing the profits, they will get more chemical fertilizer and 
iron and steel. Various localities will avoid setting up small fac- 
tories which waste tremendous amounts of electricity and coal and produce 
low-quality and expensive products. Due to the implementation of the 
system of overall financial supply and profit sharing, localities and 
enterprises will get more funds. If we do not exercise leadership over 
them, more overlapping enterprises which exceed actual market demand will 
be set up. They will seize raw materials, coal, electric power and 
markets. This will cause the state enormous losses. Therefore, under 
the guidance of the state plans we should encourage the integration of 
enterpriees run by the central and local authorities and the integration 
of enterprises operated by provinces, municipalities and counties as well 
as emall and large collective unite. The funds of various localities, ° 
enterprises, communes and production brigades should be reasonably uti- 

lized, and the barriers between trades, areas and ownership should also 

be removed to avoid unnecessary waste due to the establishment of over- 

lapping enterprises. Taking the road of integration is probably a 

matter of orientetion. 


At present there are more than 300,000 industrial enterprises under 
ownership by the whole people an? vout 100,000,000 collective enterprises 
throughout the country. Some of them should be reasonably reorganized on 
a voluntary and mutually beneficis!] basis. The effective way to do this 
is to integrate or join them on a voluntary and mutually beneficial basis. 
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ia thie way they will share prefite ahd products according to 4 fined 
fatic. There are many Helghborheod [evtorles in BShanghal and other 
Cities. Their prodwetion has inefeates tenfold and more over the past 
years, but they are unable te expand their factory buildings. ew, 
apart [fom cartying out iftegfation ahd feorgenization in «'tles, they 
cooperate with factories run by communes and production brigedes |) ‘he 
suburban afeas. They traneler some sitpie workshops to the enterprieces 
fun by communes and production brigedes and use the land, factory bulid- 
ings and labor force of these communes and production brigades. in addi- 
tion they eend technical and edminietrative personnel to heip then, 
Thue, the production ia these enterprises can be continued and congee- 
tien im the city eased, This sieo prometes industrial development in the 
rural areas. They will gradually be developed into new sociailiet rural 
areas which combine both agriculture and industry. Beijing and Tianjin 
have aleo reformed their industrial end economic structure by jot > 
integrating and reorganizing the enterprises concerned. Many of their 
successful experiences are worth learning from. 


integrated complenes should adopt diversified management forme, such as 
joint iavesteent, coordination in running factories, processing of raw 
materials provided by customers, trade on 4 compensation basic and so 
forth. The enterprises concerned can be combined inte 4 company, inte= 
erated complies or joint enterpriee in light of their economic intereste. 
lt ie wndesirable for the higher authorities to establish companies by 
Simply adopting administrative meane, because thie practice rune counter 
te the principle of free will, @utual benefit and an effective economic 
management syetem. At present, due to the fact that we still lack 
experience, it is more proper to develop euch integrated -omplexes froe 
bottom to top, from emall to big and from simple to @ore complicated. We 
should, first of all, organice some loosely integrated complexes and eub- 
eequentiy expand them steadily. It ie gore suitable to organize some 
trades (such as the aachine building industry) inte « specialized inte~ 
grated complies, but it is preferable thet some other trades (euch as the 
textile induetty) be operated independentiy. The administrative section 
of an integrated company is responsibie for coordinating the relations 
between various factories an4 for serving these factories. Pactories 
participating in 4 specialived integrated complies should still aseume 
sole responsibility for their profite and iosees. They are allowed to 
@stabiiech business relations with some other enterprises so i ac 

they fulfill the contract of coordimation. Joint corporations (such as 
textile corpotations) formed by independent enterprises can make an 
overall arrangerent for themelwes and allocate some of the profite to 
build up 4 commmn fund. in eo doing they will help some factories 

carry out technical innewstions or renew their obsolete equipment. it 
is ummeceseary fot some trades (euch ae the food «dustry, clothing 
industry and ‘urniture senufecturiag Ladustry) which rely aainly on 
manual operations to organize — corporation. They should still pureve 
decentralized aenagement. In present-day developed capitaliet countries 
there are tendencies of boch centralised and decentralized aenagement. 
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There are 4 greet GQumber of email factories and shops which are operated 
tiy. it ble wneceseary te get a1) trade organized, because 


thie will lead te welese waste, 
4, Hetablieh heonomi: Centere, Develop Traeneprevincial Corporations 


The refore of the economic etfucture, aside from solving the prebles of 
the vertical relationship between the higher and the lower levels, apre 
importantiy deals with solving the probiem of the herisental relation- 
ship between production and demand, for thie we must make full use of 
the role of the market under the guidance of the plans, We aust wn 
Our economic organizetion according te the need of commodity cireulat 
and establish traneprovin: ial of Craneregional economic relationships. 
Historically, big, medium-elee and emal) cities emerged as the centers 
of economic contacts with the development of « commodity economy. The : 
Original economic centere emerged gradually with the development of the 
economy. They conformed to the objective neede of economic development. 
Since the socialiet transformation of capitalist commerce and trade we 
have disrupted the originel economic channele and gradually substituted 
administrative centers for economic centers. If the economic contacts 
between Shanghai and southern Jiangsu heve to be channeled through 
Nanjing and the economic contectse between Shanghai and the Liaodong 
Peninsula have to be channeled through Shenyang, thie will surely 
complicate the procedure and increase the coete, resulting in 4 great 
waste of time and mney. Since the third plenary session put forth the 
policy of combining regulation by planning and regulation by market 
mechaniem, some big cities heave eterted to play their roles a8 economic 
centers. For example, Shanghai followed the example of the “ 

trade fair” and experimented with conducting « meeting for ordering which 
dealt mainly with capital goods. At thie meeting companies and enter- 
prises from variow areas sent representatives to sign contracte for 
supply and marketing, thue enabling direct contect between production 
and demand. The diificult problem caused by the long-standing practice 
of concentrating ordering in two big betches every year, which resulted 
in the inability to meet the needs of the factories and the phenomenon 


of “purchasing officers flying everywhere,” is now beginning to be 
solved. 


Shanghai aiso experimented with holding capital goods trade faire (now 
called exhibition and marketing faire). Bureaus, companies and enter- 
prises can ail put up ilete or advertisements giving detaile of the goods 
Which have been stored in their warehouses for 4 long tiee and cen sell 
them at the fair. Bureaus, companies and enterprises in need of these 
qoods need not go through the red tape of submitting applications to the 
Goods and Materials Bureau, nor do they have to send purchasing officers 
rumning everywhere. They can easily satiefy their needs at the fair. 
Many commodities previously were in short supply, and the Goode and 
Materiales Bureau could sot supply them, but in reality various vare- 
houses 411 had email quantities in stock. If they had been pooled 
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together, they would have been sufficient te satisfy demands, These in 
need can buy a6 @uch a6 they want, Thie be very convenient. Per years 
various bureaus, companies and enterprises had been applying fer gore 
materials than they needed. These excess materiale were usually stered 
and left untouehed for 10 of 20 years, Through the faire these goods 
again saw the light of day and could be weed again, in the past capita 
goods were “dead when they reached theit destination.” New, through 
fegulation by the market mechafiem, they are brought to life again, 
Similar organizations have aleo appeared in euch big cities as Beijing 
and Tianjin, Of course, they have just started, Later there might be 

a weed to erect buildings for trade faire and fer bureaus, companies and 
big enterprises in various areas. They can have their offices here and 
constantly supply each other with what the others seed, Beijing is plan- 
ning to build an “international trade center.” Why can we not build a 
number of “domestic trade centers”! 


in the past there were many economic centere a1] over the country. 
Shanghai wae the economic center of the southeastern region. It catered 
to the needs of the whole country. Tianjin was the economic center of 
horthern China. It catered to the needs of northwestern and north- 
eastern China. Guangzhou was the economic center of southern China, 

and it catered to southwestern Chis. Shenyang wae the economic center 
of the northeast, while Wuhan and Chongging were the economic centers of 
central China and the southwest, respectively, and Kian was the economic 
center of the northwest, Under these economic centere were aany emaller 
economic centers. According to the peculiarities of various economic 
centers, they could also be the converging and dispersing pointe for 
atest quantities of certain products. These economic centers were formed 
according to objective conditions (euch ae production and transportation 
conditions). They are different from manmade administrative divisions 
and have great adaptability and flexibility. These economic centers 
exist. We only have to make use of them and do not have to build new 
ones. As to how to make use of them, on the one hand we can refer back 
to historical experiences; on the other we gust, of course, adapt our- 
selves to the socialist system and the development of the economy over 
the past 30 years. We only have te point out this direction and each of 
the localities can devise ite o\ methods. 








The various areas should not only expand the channele of circulation but 
also establish links in production. Shanghai has already organized 10 
traneprovincial corporations and engaged in joint management with faec- 
tories in other provinces, achieving very good results. Shanghai is the 
largest industrial base in our country. It has great potential in teres 
of capital, equipment and personnel. However, the development of indue- 
try in that place has reached the saturation poin and should not be 
expanded any further. Therefore, the direction o! industrial development 
in Shanghai in the future is to develop top-grade ; roducts and leave the 
lover-grade products to other areas and to engage in outward expansion and 
@ to other provinces to establish transprovincial corporations. It can 
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alee open wp foreign Garkete, Shenghe: lecks vaw materials, Li can go 
te other provinves to eetabiieh predvetion bases for faw materiale, Last 
year i went out te other provinces te establish five joint-venture 
paper milis. These paper elile basically eatiefy the demand for paper 

for writing, printing and wrapping in shanghai. Shanghai lacks timber, 

it can go to the mustalpoue areas of the Gortheast and the southwest te 
invest in joint-venture timber processing mille. It leeks leather, so it 
ea@h go to the porthweet of lamer Mongolia te invest in joint-venture tan= 
hing plants, Today Tianjin, Beijing and other places are also preparing 
to invest in other places to establish traneprovinetal corporations. This 
will be beneficial fer beth ladvetrially advanced and backward areas. in 
the past the method of helping backward areas through financial allece- 
tions could fot solve the oreblem of technology. Therefore, the outcome 
Of traneregional teint ventures can be ever better. If we welcome invest- 
@ents from advanced capitailet countries in our country, backward areas 
@ust aiso welcome investments in their localities from advanced areas. 


Will the establichment of economic centers and the development of trane- 
provincial corporations magnify the economic gap between the advanced and 
the backward areas Thies could happen for « period of time. But frome 
the long-ter@ point of view thie ie an unavoidable course in narrowing 
the gap between different areas. Development in America began in the 13 
states in the northeast. After gore than 100 yeare of develop to the 
south and to the west, with enterprises in advanced areas invest in 
backward areas, variow: areas 411 developed to 4 very high economic level. 
The level of economic development in the backward areas of our 

still @ long way from that of the edvwanced areas. in the past various 
areas could only invest within the boundaries of their own area 

not extend development to other places. Thies was not beneficial 
narrowing the gap between different areas. if we do 

advantages of the advanced areas and encourage them to develop the back- 
ward areas, but instead insist on the beckward areas’ developing eeif- 
reliantily or through the assistance of the central authorities, it wili 
be more difficult to narrow the gap between various areas. WNaturaliy, 
economic cooperation between areas must follow the principle of voluntari- 
ness and mutual benefit. Advanced areas have the duty to aseist the 
backward areas. At present the industrially advanced areas invest in 
backward areas mainly to help these areas develop raw material production 
and primary processing of raw materiale to eatiefy the urgent needs of the 
advanced areas for ta materiale and priaary products, not to asake gore 
profite. At the same time, it would be wery beneficial for the develop- 
ment of backward areas if they would make use of the capital and tech- 
nology of advanced areas to develop and utilize their rich natural 
resources and make full use of their strong points. fven after the over- 
all development of the national economy has been attained, there will 
still be 4 division of labor between different areas. The division of 
labor among ations will always exist, and so will the division of labor 
between different areas within our country. 


2 
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The establishment of economic centers afd traneprovincial corporations 
could be an effective way to establish connections between different 
areas in circulation and production, to break away from fragmentation 
laid down by old conventions and restrictions imposed by the hierarchical 
etructure and to shift from adminietrative management to economic manage= 
ment. in thie way, enterprises in various areas and various sect re can 
do away with the reatrictione of old conventions and the hierarchical 
etructure in order to link with each other according to the natural needs 
ef economic development. At present there ie still considerable 
resistance to structural reform. The main reason is that the existing 
rules and syetem contradict the new management eyetem being tried out in 
pilot projects. Our pilet projects have already made some breakthroughs 
in the existing rules and system. We must seriously eum up our experi- 
ence, extend these breakthroughe in a planned manner and gradually 
approach the overhaul of the exieting rules and systems. At present the 
central economic management organs are too unwieldy, and there are too 
many departments. Party and state organs at 411 levels have also been 
interfering too uch in economic activities. Thies has made it very 
difficult for enterprises (including companies) to manage economics in 
accordance with objective economic laws, particularily in accordance with 
the requirements of socialized mas* production. Therefore, as we reform 
the economic structure there is also 4 need to reform our system of 
administrative management, simplify administrative organization and 
change the irrational phenomenon of the party replacing the government. 
The party must place emphasis on grasping leadership in line, principles 
and policies, while the government should serve economic development 
better (euch as developing urban management, social welfare and culture 
and education). Neither gust exceed its own functions and meddie in the 
other's affairs. 
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FIRMLY AND CORRECTLY [MPLEMENT THE POLICY OF ‘LETTING A HUNDRED FLOWERS 
BLOSSOM AND A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT CONTEND’ 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 60 pp 16-21, M 
[Article by RED FLAG contributing commentator) 


{Text} it has been 24 years since our party first put forth the policy 
of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and « hundred schoole of thought 
contend.” In these 24 years the implemen ation of this policy has not 
been smooth sailing. The several rounds of magnification of class 
struggle after 1957, including several occasions when massive and 
erroneous criticiems of academic and literary and art questions were 
conducted, all seriously undermined the policy of “Letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred echoole of thought contend.” Particularly 
during the 10 yeare of great turmoil, Lin Biao and the “gang of four” 
totally eliminated the “double hundred” policy and iaplemented the 
feudal-fasciet “all-round dictatorship,” which resulted in extremely 
serious consequences. Historical experiences have taught the great 
masses of people, the broad masses of literary and art workers and our 
party 4 lesson and made us feel more deeply the importance of the “double 
hundred” policy. Without “letting a hundred flowers blossom and « hun- 
dred schools of thought contend” there will be no socialist spiritual 
civilization. This thesis has been proved by numerous facts. 


Since the smashing of the “gang of four,” literary and art circles have 
broken away from the shackles of fasciet despotise. Under the guidance 
of the correct line of the party, they have persisted in the orientetion 
of serving the people and serving socislise and have renewed the iaple- 
mentation of the policy of “letting «a hundred flowers blossom and « 
hundred schools of thought contend,” achieving remarkable results. in 
the recent period, while affirming the great achievements gained in the 
past 3 years, literary and art circles have aleo studied the problem 
that emerged in the process of advance and tried to overcome the short- 
comings that appeared in the process of advance. Some comrades have 
come to have the following dowbt: At present, do we still have to con- 
tinue to iaplement the “double hundred” policy? We think that iaple- 
@entation of the “double hundred” policy ie unshakable. The apost 














urgent task in literary and aft work teday ie still to firmly and cor 
rectly implement the “double hundred” policy. 


1, A Lone=term, Yundamental Polley 


When the ‘double hundred” policy wae firet put forth, Comrade Mao .eaong 
solemmly proclaimed, on behail of the party Central Committee, that it 
was 4 lone-tere and fundamental policy of the party in the reale of 
ideology and culture, 


Our literature and art is an important component part of the whole 
socialiet undertaking, it has the solemn responsibilities of raising 
the level of political consciousness and morale of the people, molding 
the new socialist man, broadening the cultural and intellectual horizons 
of the people and satiafying the esthetic needs of the people in various 
aspects. Serving the people and serving soclaliem are the unchangeable 
orientation of literary and art work. To develop socialist literature 
and art we can only adopt the policy of “letting 4 hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend.” This is determined by 
the nature of the socialist system and the objective law of development 
of literature and art. 


The “double hundred” policy was put forth in view of the urgent need for 
the country to rapidly develop ecience and culture and on the basis of 
recognizing the fact that all types of contradictions etill exiet in 
socialist society. In socialist society the people have the right to 
become masters. They are the masters of the country, so naturally they 
are also the mastere of literature and art. Socialist literature and 
art ie the people's own undertaking. It ie literature and art with the 
moet popular character in history. How can the development and creation 
of thie literature and art be gonopolized and taken over by a few people? 
Undoubtedly, we gust go all out to mobilize the masses and mobilize ali 
positive factors to put to good use the talents and wisdom of the broad 
masses of professional and nonprofessional literary and art workers and 
abeord the finest fruite of human culture to the utmost extent. The 
“double hundred” policy ie the expression of socialist democracy and the 
party's mass line in the reale of ideology and culture. The democracy 
and masse line in literary aod art work that we are talking about is not 
the simple subordination of the sinority to the majority, auch less simply 
practicing group creation. The division of labor between physical and 
mental labor still existe in socialist society. Artistic production is 
undertaken primarily by mental workers who are professional literary and 
art vorkers. Literary and artistic creation is inseparable from the 
mental process, and concrete literary and artistic works can only be 
freely produced as the brainchild of each writer o, artist. laplemente- 
tion of the “double hundred” policy is to safeguard the right to engage 
in free creation and research in art. It aleo safeguards the right of 
academics among the people to bring into full play the people's indi- 
viduality and creativity and to rely on the free creation of the masses 
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to build and develop literature and art, it aleo guarantees the masses 
freedom to ecrutinize and criticige literature and art. Carrying out 
democracy and relying on the masses are the dependable guarantees for 
the rapid development of artistic productivity and the continuous cor- 
rect orientation of our literature and art. 


Socialist literature and art in our country wae developed under the 
leadership of the CCP. It has developed by pooling the talents and 
wiedom of the masses, absorbing the finest fruite of human civilization 
and struggling with all kinds of old ideas and old culture of the 
exploiting clasees and againet ite own shortcomings. Since the socialist 
transformation has been basically completed, the exploiting classes no 
longer exiet as a social clase. However, the residue of the exploiting 
classes has survived, and clase struggle is still going on within certain 
limite. In the realm of ideology and culture, the contradiction between 
socialist ideology and feudal and capitalist ideology will exist for a 
long time, and the influence of the ideology of the exploiting classes 
will aleo remain among the masses for a long time. Even among the people, 
due to differences in level of consciousness, various contradictions will 
continuously emerge. These contradictions gust be correctly resolved by 
“letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought con- 
tend.” Historically, the rulers of the exploiting classe used coercive 
methods to eliminate dissenting ideas and establish the ruling position 
of their own class. But practice has shown that such methods were foolish. 
They usually led to the resulte which were opposite to what they had wished 
to accomplish. Things in the art and academic realm cannot be established 
by coercive methods, neither can their influence be eliminated by coercive 
methods. Only the method of reasoning can be adopted to resolve questions 
in the spiritual realm. We must use this method in winning over the 
ideology of the exploiting classes, overcoming ite influence over the 
people and handling differences on artistic and academic questions within 
the ranks of revolutionary literature and art. The theories of the prole- 
tariat rely on the power of truth to conquer people; the literature and 
art of the proletariat gust rely on a high level of ideology, realism and 
artistic achievement to affect people. As long as theory embodies truth 
and art embodies the true, the good and the beautiful, it will be able 

to move people deeply, take hold of the people and occupy ideological 
positions. 


The reason why we persist in the “double hundred” policy is that we firaly 
believe in the power of truth of Marxziem, and we firmly believe in the 
masses’ enthusiasm for socialism. Marxiem epitomizes the objective law 
of historical development and expresses the most basic interests of the 
people. Carrying out democracy and relying on the masses, in the final 
analysis, is beneficial to extending the ideological positions of Marxies 
and persisting in the socialist orientation of literature and art. Some 
comrades are worried about whether implementation of the “double hundred" 
principle, after the 10 years of catastrophe which distorted the features 
of Marxiem and trampled on the principles of socialism, will bring about 
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ideological confusion, It ie true that, due to the interference and sabo- 
tage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” and the “leftist” errors in 
history, some people's thinking le eseilied or semiossified, in the first 
place, and that some people have certain doubte about the four basic 
principles. Ali thie has to find expression in the realm of literature 
and art. Wowever, is not euch 4 phenomenon ciosely reiated to ti i ne 
period of ideological confinement and the undermining of the “double 
hundred” policy’? To solve these problems, the primary and most important 
step is to improve the party's leadership in literary and art work, reso- 
lutely implement the "double hundred” policy, sum up historical experi- 
ences and etudy new conditions and new problems through exploration and 
discussion among the masees, use the Marxiet viewpoint to anewer the 
questions raised in the course of practice and the doubts in the minds 

of the people, and make outstanding works and performances take over the 
position temporarily occupied by undesirable works and performances. 

Only in thie manner can erroneous thinking be effectively rectified. 

Thies represents 4 struggle. The work of leading thie struggle is much 
more complicated and difficuit than the method of simply using administra- 
tive orders. But there ie no other way. (Of course, this does not mean 
that administrative orders are not to be used even under extreme condi- 
tions.) if ali kinds of ideas are not allowed to be expressed and if 
problem are solved by coercive methods, this will oniy multiply the 
problems and make the contradictions gore acute. We must see that our 
writers and artists and other people who engage in spiritual production 
will gain @uch from this struggle and that the great majority of people 
will remold their subjective world more consciously in artistic and 
academic practice and maintain the correct political orientation of their 
spiritual products more consciously in order to conform to the interests 
of socialiem and the people. We gust aleo see that, after the great 
sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” although some ideological 
confusion was created, on the other hand it tempered the broad masses of 
people. There are now more people who are concerned about the fate of 
the party and the people and who devote their efforts to reflecting on 
social problems. This is a very desirable thing. Our masses are reason- 
able and realistic people. In the end the majority of them will be abie 
to accept everything that corforms to the interests of the people and to 
objective truth. We must have unswerving faith in Marxiem, firmly 
believe in the positive effects the “double hundred” policy can have on 
the development of Marxism and have strong faith in the masses. Then we 
will not waver in our implementation of the “double hundred” policy. 


Inasmuch as the “double hundred” policy is a long-term basic policy, it 
must be implemented unswervingly during the entire period of socialism. 
The painful lesson we learned from the past is that, although some com 
rades verbally acknowledged that the “double hund ed" principle is a 
long-term basic policy, they did not persist in their policy whenever 
there were storm. Or whenever the situation in the literary and artie- 
tic front was relatively lively, they took liveliness to be a great store 
and hastened to impose "restrictions." Today the “double hundred” policy 


jl 





has been written inte the conetitution. This ie 4 guarantee for the 
implementation of the policy. We muet snow Chat suppressing the policy 
of “Letting 4 hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought 
contend” among the peopie ie not only a foolish act, contrary to the law 
of art, but aleo an unlawful act which vielates the democratic righte of 
citisens. We must never engage in foolish and unlawful acts, We accumu- 
lated many historical experiences and paid a heavy price for them. We 
Ought to learn how to implement this policy better, 


li. Correctly Deal With Competition and Struggle 


The “double hundred” policy is the application of the law of unity of 
opposites in dialectics to the realm of ideology and culture. lLmple- 
menting the “double hundred” policy means developing socialist Literature 
and art in the course of competition and struggle. The correct handling 
of competition and etruggle is an extremely important question. If we 
eliminate competition and struggle in the “double hundred” policy, think- 
ing that we can forgo all controle in implementing the policy, and if we 
do not develop the positive and advanced things and overcome the negative 
and backward things through competition and struggle, thie will amount to 
implementing the liberal policy instead of the “double hundred” policy. 
Then we will commit rightist errore. If we look at all competition and 
struggle a8 clase struggle or even as struggle between the enemy and our- 
selves, and if we use simple and crude methods to handle competition and 
struggle, using administrative orders to arbitrarily support one side and 
suppress another side, thie vill amount to substituting despotiem for the 
“double hundred” policy. Then we will commit “leftist” errors. 


in the process of implementation of the “double hundred” policy, different 
works and opinions are bound to appear. One type of difference is the 
content, form, style and school in creation and performance. These 
differences are always necessary. There is only one direction for the 
development of sociaiist literature and art. It is to strive to serve the 
people and serve socialism. This is its general character. But gen- 
erality resides in particularity. Without particularity there is no 
generality. The content of socialism needs to be expressed through rich 
and colorful subjects, types, forms and styles. Life is varied and 
colorful, the masees have diverse interests, writers have different 
personalities and literature and art as a reflection of social life 
naturally must also be varied and colorful. The mre varieties there are, 
the more fully and broadly is the general character of socialist litera- 
ture and art expressed. This diversification is required precisely by 
the development of socialist literature and art iteelf. Works with 
different content, forms and styles and of different schools inevitably 
will compete or even “struggle” with each other in the process of “letting 
a hundred flowers blossom.” This kind of competition and “struggle” is a 
relationship of helping each other forward and learning from others’ 
strong points to offset one's weaknesses. it is an inevitable course in 
the flourishing of socialist literature and art. Another type of 
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difference is that between the true, the good and the beautiful and the 
falee, the bad and the ugly, or that between the correct and the erroneous, 
Some of them have the characterietic of ciase struggle, Lut not all of 
them. When people make mietakes, the root cause may be found in their 
Clase nature or their level of conaciousness. ith good intentions. one 
may aleo make thie or that mistake or even make a series of mistares due 
to the limitation of one's level of coneciousnese. The emergence of this 
latter type of difference ie aleo inevitable, and it le a phenomenon in 
line with oblective laws. 


Some comrades alwaye hope that erroneous things will not emerge. To 

them, a “relaxation” of controle must have one ideological prerequisite, 

that ie, that only things which conform to the correct ideological pre- 

requisite can be allowed to emerge. Their wish ie understandable, but 

this ie unrealietic and wiehful thinking. Our “relaxation” ie “relexe- 

. tion” among the people and “relaxation” within the limite of the consti- 
tution and the legal system. We do not allow a relaxation of control 
over counterrevolutionary elements an. things which contravene the con- 
etitution and the legal system. But among the people, and within the 
limite of the safeguards of the constitution and the legal system, cor- 
rect and erroneous things must all be allowed to emerge. Not allowing 
erroneous things to emerge is sot in line with the law of development 
of human consciousness and the law of development of art. 


The Marxiet theory of knowledge telie ue that human consciousness does 
not develop in a etraight line but in a curve. The cognition of truth 
has to undergo the repeated process of practice to consciousness and 
consciousness to practice, making a series of mistakes and meeting a4 
series of setbacks, after which we get nearer to objective laws. 

Comrade Mao Zedong said: “Our understanding of the objective world 
necessarily involves « process. in the beginning we do not understand, 
or do not completely understand, and it is only through repeated prac- 
tice that we are led to achievemente and victories, tumbles and setbacks, 
and through the comparison of successes and failures that it is possible 
to gradually develop complete or relatively complete understanding." 

° ("Talk at an Enlarged Work Cooference of the OCP Central Committee") 
Literature and art as the reflection of eocial life is the depiction of 
the writers’ and artists’ cognition of the objective world. Due to 
objective or subjective reasons, this cognition is sometimes erroneous. 
Therefore, sometimes some bad or even erroneous works are written, and 
they depict social life in a lopsided and distorted manner. This is 
true not only for different writers and artiste but also for different 
works of the same writer or artist. Errore usually are the forerunner 
of correctness. Not allowing the publication of erroneous things and 
taking detours and demanding that a correct and purfect piece be pro- 
duced in one stroke will only make matters worse. When we say correct, 
we do not mean absolutely correct. It has to be ‘urther developed and 
further improved. Therefore, we can still voice our opinions concerning 
correct things or criticize them. The reason why we implement the 
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“double hundred" policy is in order to use competition and struggle to 
encourage and call on literary and art workerce to take the correct atti-~ 
tude and wee the correct techniques to depict the rich and colorful real 
life and create more and better works. This will be in line with the law 
of development of human consclousnese. 


We are a socialist country. MarxiemLeiinismMao Zedong Thought are the 
theoreticas basie which guides our thought. Our party advocates and 
encourages writers and artists ‘o study and apply MarxismLeninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought in their practice of creation, But if we think that once 
we have the guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought people can 
easily grasp objective laws, engage in creating the true, the good and 

the beautiful and avoid mistakes, we cannot be more wrong. How can there 
be such an easy thing in thie worid’ Today people of the whole country 
are engaged in building modernization with one heart and one mind. In 
thie great undertaking, literary and art workers shoulder a great his- 
torical responsibility to the people of the whole country. In developing 
socialist literature and art in the new period they have to inherit the 
fine tradition of revolutionary literature and art but cannot simply 
retrace the road taken in the 1/7 years before the Cultural Revolution. 

A new task confrontea them in the fields of both theory and creation. How 
can they possibly scale new heights without first undergoing a series of 
explorations and trials’ We must not only allow others to make mistakes 
but also admit chat we, too, can make mistakes and be ready at all times 
to correct errors. Only in this way can we minimize our detours and 
mistakes. We must encourage people to be bold in exploring and innovating 
and to not fear setbacks and errors in cultivating new frontiers. Only 

in thie way can there be progress and breakthroughs. Sticking to old rules 
is very safe, but in searching for truth one has to take risks. Should we 
not actively support and encourage the latter attitude for the sake of the 
progress of the socialist literary and art undertakings’ 


Of course, literary and art workers must try to make as few mistakes as 
possible. Erroneous things certainly must be criticized in a realistic 
manner. fut erroneous things also have a dual character. First, they 
can serve as negative examples and enlighten people. They can bring out 
questions and make people think about those questions and find answers 
to them. Comrade Mao Zedong repeatedly warned: "It is a dangerous 
policy to prohibit people from coming into contact with the false, the 
ugly and the hostile and with icealism and metaphysics.... It will lead 
to mental deterioration, one-track minds and unpreparedness to face the 
world and meet challenges.” ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong,” Vol 5, 

p 346) Second, as Engels said: “Truth and error, like all determina- 
tions of thought which move in polar opposites, have absolute validity 
only in an extremely limited field." ("Selected Works of Marx and 
Engels,” Vol 3, p 130) “That which is recognized now as true has also 
its latent false side which will later manifest itself, just as that 
which is now regarded as false has also its true side by virtue of which 
it could previously be regarded as true." ("Selected Works of Marx and 
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Bagels,” Vol 4, p 240) The antithetical relationship between truth and 
error le reletive, Generally epeaking, erroneous understanding is not 
imaginations made up by the mind, it is usually the blowing up and 
exaggeration of one particular aspect of objective reality. Therefore, 
it hae elements of truth in it and some useful material for thought in 
it. The correct and the erroneous in the realm of art and acadetu «& 

are not that clearcut, It te very ueuval that what ie correct has some 
elements of error in it and what ie erroneous has some elements of cor- 
rectnese in it. Engele praised Goethe as the "Zeus on Mount Olympus,” 
but he pointed out that he has the “smell of the mediocre German" on his 
body. Lenin prateed Toletoy as the “mirror of the Russian Revolution," 
but he also pointed out that the so-called "Toletoyiem" is very harmful. 
Therefore, we must not overreact when we see works with shortcomings or 
even errore. Much less should we abandon the “double hundred” policy 
just to prevent erroneous things from appearing. 


We must see that peopie's understanding of things must undergo a process 
from a relatively erroneous and lopsided viewpoirt to a relatively cor- 
rect and comprehensive one. We cannot ski» this process and wish to 
attain the correct without going through the erroneous. On the con- 
trary, we must take a realistic attitude, recognize this process and 
strive to attain the correct by constantly overcoming the erroneous. 
Therefore, we must take a cautious attitude in dealing with the problem 
of right and wrong in art and academic subjects. Firat, we must safe- 
guard the right to express different opinions and publish different works, 
allowing the publication of erroneous things; second, we must distinguish 
between the correct and the erroneous by full discussions and repeated 
testing in practice; third, in dealing with erroneous things in the 
spiritual realm we must try to overcome them by reasoning and not by 
simply taking coercive measures; and fourth, we must concretely analyze 
concrete phenomena in literature and art and must .ot simply affirm or 
repudiate everything. When exposing errors in literature and art we must 
pay attention to the positive elements they might contain. When affirming 
correct things we must also not cover up the possible shortcomings they 
might have. In short, we must wage the struggle between the correct and 
the erroneous on the ecientific basis of the dialectical materialist 
theory of knowledge. Failure to draw 4 clearcut line between what is 
correct and what is erroneous, failure to wage a struggle of the true, 
the good and the beautiful against the faise, the bad and the ugly, and 
looking at what is correct or erroneous as absolute and vulgarizing this 
concept and using simplistic and crude methods to deal with the struggle 
between the two are all contrary to the party's “double hundred” policy 
and are erroneous. 


lll. Strengthening and laproving Party Leadershi 
The Fifth Plenary Session of the lith Central Committee of the party 


advocated the strengthening and improvement of the party's leadership. 
In the field of literary and art work, firmly and correctly implementing 
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the “double hundred” policy is an important issue in strengthening and 
improving the party's leadership in the realm of literature and art. 


The party Central Committee demanded that there be no arbitrary inter- 
ference in literary and artistic creation, This by no means signifies 
that the responsibilities of the leaders of literary and art work have 
been reduced or abolished. On the contrary, they have been augmented. 
The responsibility of a leader does not lie in taking the place of the 
writer to determine the details of each work or taking the place of the 
critic and the masses to judge the right and wrong of each concrete 
occurrence in literature and art. The leadership must work in 
accordance with the law of art and the line, principles and policy. 

This ie attained mainly through effective political and ideological 
work. The responsibility of the leadership lies in persevering in the 
party's line, principles and policy guiding literary and art workers to 
consciously raise their ideological level, go deep into a life of strug- 
gle, widen their horizons and temper their artistic ekille to fulfill the 
requirements for creating socialist literature and art. Their responsi- 
bility aleo lies in implementing the “double hundred" policy, mobilizing 
all positive factors in literary and art work, launching a competition 
and campaign for blossoming and contending in literary and artistic crea- 
tion and theory, defending and developing the guiding position of Marxism 
and extending the sociaiist ideological position. As to concrete artis- 
tic creation and academic viewpoints, leaders most certainly can and 
should express their opinions, but they must abide by the principle of 
“everyone is equal before the truth” and take an attitude of equality in 
discussing and consulting with the artists. The right and wrong in art 
and academics does not lie in who hae a higher position or who ie more 
powerful. it lies in who conforms to truth, and truth, in the final 
analysis, can only be tested in practice. The responsibility of the 
leadership lies in making socialist literary and artistic undertakings 
flourish. The criterion for judging how good is the leadership work of 
a certain literary and art unit is not whether this unit has published a 
questionable thing. It is impossible for any unit not to have any prob- 
lem. As long as the unit rectifies iteelf when problems arise, then it 
is quite all right. The criterion is how well the principles and poli- 
cies of the party have been implemented, how well the political and 
ideological work has been conducted, how well the enthusiasm of the 
masses has been mobilized and how well the artistic production in this 
unit has been done. In the past, under the impact of the theory and 
practice of the magnification of class struggle, some leading comrades 
in literary and art work put the emphasis of their work on grasping the 
so-called “new trends in clase struggle" and discovering “enemy activ- 
ities.” As long as they found some so-called questionable things, they 
were considered to have done a remarkable job. This resulted in rampant 
searches for “enemy activities” even when there were none and in dragging 
many good things out as “enemy activities." Thus, a tense political 
atmosphere was created. It was not importent to make contributions in 
art; the mre important thing was not to make any political mistakes. 
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Nebedy cafed to Gake af@ everyene wae warty of 
tfewbse eefeifta. re Objective ©) eeelallet iiterary and aft werk te 
t@ satiely the growing Geede Of the people ia their cultural Life, if 
we only concentrate on watching oul for “enemy activities” and de net 
produce ay worke, New afe we te satiety the needs of the masses’ 
Weaderohip ta litereture afd aft should pul the emphasis of work oo 
Mehifng SOCiailel aftietic productions ficvrleh and of dewleivs @ 
MBOns tO cultivate talented people and produce Gere works, Specias 
efforts Must be devoted te discovering ouletanding works and talent. 
We Suet (Offend these leaders whe work hard te master the jaw of aft, 
strive to implement the party's principles and policies and aake con- 
tfibutions if promoting the production of outetanding artietic works, 
We @ust criticize and help tose whe are inefficient and make suitable 
reqdjustmente for those comrades who are really not suited for the jeb, 





Since the smashing of the “gang of four,” in the process of bringing 
ofdet out of chaos afd emancipation of the mind, there have been 
iaprovements in leadership work in literature and art. But compared with 
the vigortouely developing trend of socialist literature and art and the 
demands made by the party Central Coumittee, quite a gap exists. Por one 
thing, the tendency toward subjectivity, erbitreriness, oversiaplifice- 
tion end crudeness has survived to a certain degree. Por another, the 
tendency toward total liberaliem emaste in some unite. What is worthy of 
attention i+ tha in the recent period the literary and art circles have 
been striving to reseive and overcome probleme and shortcomings encoun- 
tered in the process of progress, while @triving to carry on the great 
achievements attained in the past } years. This is very normal. Inas- 
mech as literature and art is advancing, it will produce both accomplish- 
Mente and shortcomings. Continuewely carrying on the achievements and 
Ovetcoming the shortcomings is 4 normal phenomenon in literary and 
attist.« life. But eome comrades have 4 mistaken us erstanding of ali 
this. They think that there ie bie trouble again and that “controle” 
Should be imposed again. So they have started to designate forbidden 
cones and te obetruct free literary expression. A few individuals have 
even started to wave the big stick in order to brutally attack writers 
and their works. ‘Some comrades have been cigeagging from left to right. 
When the policy is “relax” the controle, they do away with all controls. 
When the policy is strengthening the leadership, they erect a1] kinds of 
controls. They either do not practice amy restriction at ali or are very 
inflexible. They eo from one extreme to the other. The reason why there 
is such 4 tendency among the aalority of those who do hawe euch 4 ten- 
dency is that they lack « proper understanding of the “double hundred” 
policy and lack experience in implementing thie policy. Sut there is also 
4 smi. alnority vho save doubts or are even hostile toward the correct 
line and policy of the party. When they 40 away with all restrictions, 
they ate wailing to see problems and trouble emer. Once they see 
etroneous things emerging, they exaggerate them ard consider nonessential 
things ae essential ones. They hold that the emancipation of the mind 
has created great trouble and that the “double huncred” policy has been 
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tee iehient. Se they Beeate the Geceselty and corfrecthess of the emandi- 
pation of the itd aad the “eouble hundred” policy and restore the 
leftist” set of methods, We gust oppose both simplistic and crude 
Methods and teia de ontro., We Must Hot attech Lapertance to one 
tendency sione while ignoring another nor oppose one extreme to the 
extent thet we ge te afethet extreme, We must Hot exaggerate the 
hegative side of literary and art work even though negative things do 
exist, We m@uet take @easures to deal with them, actively de our work 
and conduct serious and down-to-earth criticieom., 


Pot @ lone time, substituting subjectiveness and arbitrariness for 
Objective iawe hae been » maior weakness of leadership work, Some com 
rades think that since we have control of political power we can use the 
power in our heande to change everything and create everything, including 
changing and creating literature and art according to our subjective 
Wishes and whine. his inewltably leade to issuing blind commands and 
oversiaplification and crudenese in the work of leading literature and 
art. Stalin once critieived the theory of the omnipotence of political 
power which was populat among some people in the Soviet Union. He said: 
They are stunned by the tremendous achievements of the Soviet regine, 
and the extraordinary success of the Soviet eyetem made them dizzy with 
euphoria. Therefore, they think that the Soviet regime is ‘omnipotent’ 
and that everything ie ‘easy’ for the regime, It can even eliminate 
scientific laws and create new laws.” Selected Works of Stalin,” 

Vol 2, p 545) Does thie tendency which Stalin discussed not exist among 
us to 4 different degree’ Was it net deweloped to an extremely frighten- 
ing level” This biindwess in consciousness, combined with the long- 
existing feudal tradition in China, forme a leadership style of personal 
dictatorship which ie divorced from reality, ie divorced from the masses 
and is unecientific and undemocratic. This tendency, reflected in the 
realm of literature and art, undermines the atmosphere of democracy, 
stifles the vitality of socialist Literature and art and impedes the 
emooth implementation of the “double hundred” policy. Lin Biso and the 
“gang of four” wade use of this and further developed it viciously, 
bringing grave catastrophe. 


Today, a8 we strive to create 4 high level of socialist material civiliza- 
tion, we gust aiso strive to create 4 high level of socialist spiritual 
civilization. Our country, 4 great socialist country with a history of 
5,000 years and a population of almost a billion, must create socialist 
literature and art worthy of our great people and our great nation. As 
long 46 we continue to emancipate the mind, persevere in the orientation 
of serving the people and serving socialie=s and unsewervingly persist in 
the policy of “letting « hundred flowers biossom and « hundred schools of 
thought contend,” we can certainly win new victories. 








CONTINUE TO EMANCIPATE THE MIND, INTEGRATE THEORY WITH PRACTICE AND 
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF PROPAGANDA 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp 22-29 


[Excerpte of speeches delivered at the ‘1 July’ forum sponsored by RED 
FLAG } 


[Text) At the tavitetion of RED FLAG, on 1 July comrades of intellectual 
and theoretical circles in Beijing held a forum to air their views on 
probleme of improving propaganda work and the quality of RED FLAC. 
Altogether 42 comrades attended the forum. Forum participante included 
Wang Renzhong, 4 member of the CCP Central Committee Secretariat and 
director of the Central Committee Propaganda Department, and Zhou Yang, 
deputy director of the Propaganda Department. Both delivered epeeches. 
Presiding at ‘he forum was Kiong Pu, chief editor of RED FLAG. Other 
participante who addressed the forum included Wu Liping, Peng Ting, Liv 
Zongthuc, Wen Jize, Thang Jian, Rue Mugieo, Qian Junrui, Ma Peiwen, Wang 
Ruoshui, De Lin, Zhang Tengxiao and Liu Keming. Comrade Liu Simu sent 
over a prepared epeech. Excerpte of speeches made by some comrades 
follow: 


Riong Fu: 


On the occasion of the 59th anniversary of the founding of the OOP today, 
we take thie opportunity to hold 4 forum. Comrades Wang Renghong and 
Zhou Yang, along with many veterans, have been asked to attend. We hope 
to meet comrades of intellectual and theoretical circles in Beijing and 
to solicit their opinions on the propaganda work undertaken by RED FLAG 
at thie stage. Through this medium we hope to strengthen our ties with 
intellectual and theoretical circles and secure their support and help. 


Since resuming publication as 4 bimonthly last January, with the approval 
of the Propagenda Department, RED FLAG has now pu lished 13 issues. In 
the past half year the journal has owed ite progress, if any, to the con- 
cern shown and assistance given by comrades in intellectual and theoreti- 
cal circles. On behalf of RED PLAG's staff, allow me to express ay sin- 
cere thanks to you. 
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RED FLAG hee deveted ite leswes of the past hall year mainiy te publi- 
clélne economic cometruction, whth articles Of Ehie subject taking up 
about W to 35 percent of the apace, Newever, the journal has carried 
few relatively heavy theoretical articles thet are rich in content and 
which have truly proceeded from reality, made use of o substantive mase 
of factual data, mede serious efforte te conduct research, presented new 
problems relating te the complies economic life and offered solutions to 
thes, Thie showe thet we etill de not have sufficient courage in matters 
relating to theory aad that we lack an understanding of actual conditions, 
Thies Means that we gust work herder, strengthen investigation and study, 
iaprove the quality of propaganda and earnestly etrive to realistically 
integrate theory with practice, 


Much has to be done in upgrading the @ethod of propaganda. We have taken 
heed of the need to discuss in 4 comradely way and to exchange views on 
ah equal basic and within a certain ephere on theoretical problem relat- 
ing to the party line, principles and policies. Such discussions will 

help to guide everyone in independently obeerving things, pondering 
problem, conducting independent ecientific analyses and distinguishing 
right from wrong. 


it is very gratifying to note that the four modernizations program has 
developed very rapidiy end satisfactorily. As new problems and new 
things keep emerging from practice, we have to work hard in the field of 
propaganda relating to theory, provide scientific explanations for these 
new things and sew problems and offer ecientific answers to thes. RED 
FLAG has not done wel! enough in thie respect. it faile to meet the 
needs of the broad spectrum of readere. However, along with fraternal 
journals we are determined to tackle thie task on the ideological front 
and do the best we can. 





iow to run RED FLAC weil ie primarily the responsibility of ite entire 
staff. It is hoped that comrades in intellectual and theoretical circles 
will give the journe! greater and increased support and will help by 
speaking without reservation at thie forum and by criticiging RED FLAG's 
published conterts during the first half of this year, particularly 
material relating to theory, the quality of propaganda and the problem 
raised. I hope that comrades will offer their views on how to undertake 
propaganda work in the second half of this year, what problems the 
journal should take note of and what problems should be explained 
theoretically. 


Wu Liping: 


RED FLAC has improved over the last 1 or 2 years. Although the journal 
has reflected problem better than it did before, it still has not suc- 
ceeded in turning itself into a popular and eagerly awaited publication. 
As 4 publication of the CCP Central Committee, 4 medium for propaganda 
and an organizer in 4 collective sense, RED FLAG in ay view has not done 
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weil enough. ‘it should tranemit the party line, principles and policies 
te the messes in a timely way, comprehensively and more skilifully. Let 
me cite @y past experience tn editing tue ‘ournal JIEPANG in Yanan, The 
journal wae pubilehed for many yveare during the war of resletance against 
Japan. tt played quite «a elgnificant role throughout the country é@« wei: 
a6 behind the enemy lines. Comrade Zhang Wentian was then ohief L.uB, 
but in reality the chief editor wae Comrade Mao Zedong. Apart from editing 
the journal, | ran all sorte of errands. in every issue of the journal 
Comrade Mao exer ised control ovet everything from the main pointe and 
themes of propaganda to the atyle of writing. When one of two lesues 
contained dull articies, he would say: Your etyle of editing te dull; 

i want to see some improvements. We rarely aissed any important edi- 
toriale or articles and often made changes in them. RED FLAC should be 
edited much better. We hope that the OCP Central Committee will take a 
firm hold of thie journal and see to it that the party line, principles, 
policies and taske are asserted at the right goment. If the OCP Central 
Committee ie not directivy concerned, we will be at a lose as to what 
should be emphasized, what should be given higher priority in each issue, 
in each half year and throughout the year, and we will not underetand the 
true situation or know how to organize the forces in a timely way. With- 
out the supervision of leading central organe, it will be difficult to run 
the publication of the Central Committee well. Since RED PLAG's circule- 
tion ie large, it is hoped that the Secretariat and the Propaganda Depart- 
ment will take « ‘ire held of the journal and find ways to run it better. 


The following are some suggestions for running RED FLAG well: 


First of ail, planning should be strengthened. What to publicize during 
the second haif of thie year has to be planned. This also applies to 
propaganda work aimed at the thinking of cadres and the masses. Leading 
organe may tranemit the epirit of the Central Commiitee to units respon- 
sible for propaganda work, a8 some things may be explained in advance and 
preparations made. [| have the igpression that planning was done rather 
poorly in the past. Planning is seceseary in fighting battles as well as 
in conducting propaganda. A major publication such as this one gust have 
plans. in the past I helped to edit the journal JIEFANG. Comrade Mao 
Zedong explained the points to be emphasized for each issue, and these 
were then acted upon. I believe comrades of the Secretariat or the 
Propaganda Department naturally are gore aware of current conditions. 
They should at least be asked to help draw up annual or biannual plans 


Second, the masse nature of the journal should be etrengthened. The pre- 
vailing ideological problems of the masses and cadres should be explained. 
Problems that can be eastiy understood should be explained first, while 
those that we are not so sure of can be explained later. The problem 
which the masses ponder quite often, according to av own experience, 
include those relating to why the national economy as not yet made gains 
and why the superiority of the socialist system has not yet been brought 
about. Other unexplained problem involve the aggravation of class 
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etruggie and the growln, Humber of Mlecerfieges of Justice, and the quee= 
tien of why they have occurred and whether « recurrence of such mistakes 
can be prevented in the future, Yet another unexplained question con- 
cerns the correct understanding of the relationship between the socialiet 
four modernizations and Marale@ Leninies. The questions of the masses 
should be ahewered, 


Third, the journal should be strengthened organizationally. Many leading 
comrades in Beiling know how to write articles. In the past the work of 
organiaing intellectual and theoretical circles was not done effectively. 
Organizing theee forces eo that they cam contribute te running party 
hewapapere an’ journale well conelete of, for example, making available 
to these circles listings of selected subjects, calling on intellectuals 
and theoreticians of consulting with them and organiging them for study. 
When | wae in Yanan I did precisely thie chore. For example, | asked 
comrades froe the front to write articles or Comrades Liu Shaoqi and 
Chen Yi to do the same, despite their busy echedules. Wow that we have 
grown older, it is not necessary for we to do the writing ourselves. We 
can ask comrades from various quartere to contribute to the journal. 
That is why we have to draw up plane whereby writing aesignments can be 
given to everybody. If we do so, we will be able to give full play to 
the role of party cadres, particularly comrades from various quarters in 
Beijing, in ruaning the party journal well. Naturally, some comrades 
associated with RED FLAC are very energetic. However, relying solely on 
their energy is not enough, because coordination with various quarters is 
necessary. Once we are given substantia! support by the masses, there 
will be mpre good articles available and we will be able to run the 
journal well. 


Feng Ting: 


RED FLAG, 4@ journal of the OCP Central Committee, has been attracting 
great attention since ite {iret publication in 1958. Ie it possible to 
add some informative and interesting features to RED FLAG to supplement 
ite articles of 4 guiding and educating seture eo a8 to make it 4 better 
magazine’ RED FLAG ts of course different froe purely literary or scien- 
tific magazines. However, is there any way of making the journal mre 
lively’? The gasses have meny questions they wish to be anewered, such as 
those on the superiority of the sociaiiet syetem, communist @oral integrity, 
the problem of youth, the study of the “Guiding Principles for Inner-Party 
Political Life,” and eo forth. As RED FLAG ie now « bimonthly, perhaps 
sometimes it can publish « special issue on the superiority of the sociai- 
ist system. This may be followed by another special issue on the grovth 
and maturing of young people, and so forth. This may make the journal 

a little mre lively. Morever, formate euch as dialog, letterbox, 

anevers to questions, and eo forth aay be used. In eum, RED FLAG needs 
breakthrough in the matter of writing style and sethod of propagenda. 
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Wheat about WD FlAc's liateon work’ Lf seliclting contributions fequires 
some effort, then the liaisen team should be strengthened, tt ie indeed 
very time coneuming to explore the Gahy problem, trende and «i feum tances 
a@eone the saeces. The Journal should therefore focus on the masses and 
solve some of the prevailing ideoligice) problem. Thies of course is 4 
father difficult task, However, we should net flinch from diffi. cess, 
instead, we should try ovr best to ovetcome them, Many problem now 

avail penetrating explanations in plain language and on a wide-ranging 
scale, 


Liu Zongzhue! 


RED FLAG, a6 4 Dbimenthiy, bee published 1) iseves thie year, Despite ite 
imperfections, the journal hae improved a great deal compared with the 
past. Changing it from 4 gonthiy to a bimonthly is, first of all, a 
timely step. in addition, | have the ispression that thie year RED FLAG 
is he very hard to publicize the party Central Committee's ideological, 
political and organizational line. Thie ie 4 major iaprovement 

with the past. Naturally, thie progrese hae been made possible through the 
leadership of and support given by the party Central Committee and the 
Propaganda Department, a8 well a8 ‘fough the infiuence of public opinion 
from the broadest sections of the society. Morever, I find that contribu- 
tors to RED FLAG are from diverse quartere and not just professional 
thinkers and theoreticians. They include leading comrades of provincial 
and municipal party committees, ae well ae leading comrades who handle 
day-to-day affaires in departments or unite. While the journal's theoreti- 
eal features have to be improwed, it has strong pointe in other eapects. 
Some articles, I beliewe, are quite good in integrating theory with 
practice. i mean that, while the journal has to improve its theoretical 
content, it should avoid going from abstractions to abstractions end pay 
@re attention to integrating theory with practice. It has yet to in- 
crease ite influence among the masses. On the other hand, comrades asso- 
ciated with the journal should work hard and meticulously follow the mass 
line. Apart from thie factor, it is hoped that the party Central Com 
mittee and ite propaganda department will etrengthen their leadership 
over the journal and provide it @ith specific guidance. Above all, the 
Whole party, along with intellectual and theoretical circies as well as 
party committees at 41 levels, should give RED FLAG their vigorow 
support. We are happy te see that the journal has influence and 

prestige among the masses. Certainly we will not be pleased at ali if 

the masses take no heed of the journal. This responsibility is ours. 

We hope the party Central Committee will look after the journal, as 
Comrade “Mao Zedong did the journal JIEFANG. With support and help gven 
given by intellectual and theoretical cireles, journalist unite end vari- 
ous quarters. i beliewe RED FLAG will beomee 4 jvurnal of the OCP 

Central Committee worthy of the same. “y other view is how to direct the 
publication of RED FLAC in 4 a@pre lively way. As things stand, SED FLAC 
appeare to be 4 seriows journal that is not lively enough. | wonder 
whether stepe can be taken whereby we can discuss the matter with 
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specific problems in mind and anhewet Chose questions the masses care 
about most, 


Wen Jise) 
| hope for these two things! 


1. 1 hope RED PFLAG will identify more closely with reality and with the 
masses. A recent discussion on the philosophy of Life in ZHONGGUO 
QINGNIAN drew a considerable response from young people throughout the 
country. To date more than 20,000 letters and articles from readers 
wanting to participate in the discussion have been received, sometimes 
more than 1,000 letters a day. How can this overwhelming response be 
accounted for’? I think it is because this question relates to a number 
of practical problems which are of general interest to young people. 
Many problem: now exiet in both the four modernizations and among the 
people. Some of these problem are so urgent that they have to be 
solved. it is hoped that RED FLAG will go deep into reality and among 
the masses to grasp those urgent iesues of prime importance and syste- 
matically publish theoretical articles that carry weight. It is the 
party Central Committee which publishes RED FLAG. Hopefully, in the 
new Long March and on the intellectual and theoretical front, it will 
play the role of a banner. 


2. It is hoped that RED FLAG will carry more articles on science and 
technology. Of articles carried in the i. issues of the journal in the 
firet half of thie year, only 8 dealt with science and technology. This 
seem rather scanty. Since we are involved in a modernization prograa, 
items about science and technology should occupy considerable space in 
Our newspapers and periodicals. Thies does not mean that many articles on 
science and technology should be published, but that appropriately 
introducing some information on science and technology is considered 
necessary. | hope RED FLAG will occasionally publish articles 
reflecting and guiding scientific and technological work. With progress 
in the four godernizations, the need in this respect will grow steadily. 
It is also hoped that newspapers and other publications will pay sore 
attention to publicizing science and technoiogy. 


Xue Mugiao: 


| feel that many academic questions have to be discussed on a wider 
scale. There are advantages in such discussions. If the views expressed 
are all positive, the result will be a lack of ideological insight. This 
insight can only be brought about and developed through unending debates 
and wrangling with erroneous views. Naturally, we should publicize the 
party line, principles and policies. However, on academic questions ve 
should likewise encourage discussions and contention of a hundred schools 
of thought. Such discussions on a wider scale will benefit us by raising 
our theoretical level. A look at Chinese history shows that contention 
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of a hundred schools of thought during the Spring and Autuam Annales and 
Warring States periods marked 4 prominent stage of cuitural developmen... 
The ame wae true in China in the aflermat) of the May Fourth Movement, 
The contention of « hundred echoole of thought aleo existed in the West, 
Lxamples are the Greek, homan and Kenaissance periods, whirl witnessed 
rapid and vigorous cultural and intellectual activities. Many piv ims 
as to how to build secialiam now call fer study and discussion, RED FLAG 
is the most important party publication. Every iseve of the journal has 
to raise many specific problem of real significance on the basis of the 
party's central taske. Thie definitely must be done. Our party has 
raised many new issues, eepectally since the third, fourth and fifth 
plenary sessions. These ise.ce have to be discussed, studied and dealt 
with by us. Moreover, many new problems cannot be resolved by the pub- 
lication of a few articles or reports, because they require prolonged 
discussion. RED FLAG has done much in this respect, such as closely 
adhering to the party's central taske and publishing many related 
articles. However, there are more new problems which we do not have 

the time to study and solve ae best we can. In the past we believed in 
some issues and were not skeptical about them. When we face them now, 
we no longer believe in them and are beginning to have doubts about then. 
At the time the “gang of four” was smashed, two issues--one concerning 
bourgeois rights and the other the theory of productive forces--con- 
fronted us. We wrote many articles about them but discussed few other 
issues, which were not discussed until later, especially after the sub- 
ject of practice being the sole criterion for testing truth was brought 
up for discussion. Apart from closely adhering to the party's central 
tasks and studying, discussing and publicizing them, RED FLAG should 
discuss the many fundamental theoretical problem raised in the past. 
Marxiem as well as Mao Zedong Thought have to be developed. If Marxisa 
is not developed, we will certainly lag behind. On the basis of our 
past and practical experience, we should conduct relatively systematic 
study. In the next 3 to 5 veare or gore it is hoped that RED FLAG will 
be able to sort out the many philosophical and theoretical problems left 
over from the past and publish articles assessing which matters are 
correct and which are not. This will enable us to have relatively 
systematic views on Marxism, particularily Marxist ideas about soclalisa 
and soctalist tenets. 


Qian Junrui: 


it has been suggested that RED FLAG take the lead in expounding the 
party's political, ideological and organizational lines and in discussing 
the many major issues concerning the world's political and economic sit- 
uation, the international communist movement and so forth. We should 
have the courage to discuss theoretical questions Many of the masses, 
cadres, party members and friendly personages abroad have reflected on 
questions and asked us to answer them. I hope RED PFLAG will take the 
lead in organizing discussion on these questions and in publishing 
articles on them when circumstances permit. For example, there is indeed 
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@ very urgent need to clarify, theoretically and from historical and 
logical viewpoints, such domestic questions as the special characteris= 
tics of the Chinese way of modernization, the superiority of the soctal- 
ist system, the goale of socialist production, socialist democracy and 
the legal system, communist moral standards and so forth. There are 

aleo many questions on an international scale, such as, for example, a4 
worldwide united front againet hegemony, war and peace, economic crises 
and revolutionary situations, the new economic order in the world and 60 
forth, It is hoped that the RED FLAC editorial department will organize 
discussion of these major international and domestic problem in 
theorecical circles and among comrades of departments handling day-to- 
day affairs, so that these problem can be solved one by one. After this 
is done, articles should be appropriately published on the basis of the 
existing situation, in accordance with the party line, principles and 
policies and in conformity with the rules of discipline governing propa- ° 


ganda. 


I personally feel that the propaganda work we are now doing is radically 
different from that undertaken by the party in many stages in the past, 
because conditions have become more complex and our taske more arduous. 
Basically, this involves the question of eliminating chaos and restoring 
order. Lin Biao and the “gang of four” were responsible for confusing 
issues of right and wrong and reversing established policies. At the 
game time, we have also made some mistakes, resuiting in confusion in 
the ideological sphere. We must now be very careful in doing propaganda 
work. We must have the actual situation in mind and make a concrete 
assessment of specific problems on the basie of fundamental principles. 
We should also implement the principie of integrating theory with prac- 
tice, the abstract with the conerete. indulgence in empty talk and 
polite remarks should be avoided. I therefore suggest that RED FLAG 
should firet establish the closest relations with departments handling 
day-to-day affaire and mase organizations, so that many real problem 
and the mental outlook of the masses can be understood in a timely way. 
If this is done, then these problems will be readily solved at a 
theoretical level and on the basis of established principles and poli- 
cles. Second, the journal should establish the closest ties with those 
who conduct research on theory. | wonder whether RED FLAG can organize 
forums and study groups on problems of major im@portance in accordance 
with their classifications. For example, one such group may focus on 
the issue of war and peace, while another may be devoted to the study of 
the Chinese way of modernization. At regular intervals, articles on such 
issues, one, two or three at a time, gay be published gardually and in a 
systematic way. 


Another point concerns the quoting of the classical writings of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao in published articles. I am of the opin- 
ion that their works should be quoted only when one of the contending 
parties has distorted and mutilated the sayings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Stalin and Mao and that the distortions and mutilations should be 
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corrected, Quoting their writings is in order if the quoted passage 
covere all the related pointe, shows deep insight and conforma exactly 
te the current situation, However, quoting their works more than neces~ 
sary should be avoided. If 4 peraon lacks ineaight on probleme and is 
unconvincing in making his point, and if he merely wantea to quote Marx 
and Engele eo that his worde will carry more weight, | believe thes he 
person who does so ia simply inept and that this will not solve problem, 
either. i recall that when | was working in Zaoyuan in 1946, and again 
alter the liberation, Comrade Mao Zedong told me several times that if | 
wanted to quote Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin I had better put it in 

my own words. This would show, firet, that I really understood Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and second, that I had elaborated on their 
remarks in the light of the current situation, I believe this is very 
important. I also recall that when Comrade Shaoqi was lecturing on the 
probleme of party etrategy and tactice et the Central China Party School 
in 1942 he asked me to gather materiale for him. I collected plenty of 
materials for him. One article from Stalin's "The Foundations of Lenin- 
iem’ was about strategy and tactics. For a long time he sat in a chair 
going over the questions raised in that article, without even turning 
that particular page. When I reminded him that he would not be able to 
cover much of the material if he poused so long, he said: When 1 read 
the worke of Marx, Fngele, Lenin and Stalin, 1 have the habit of wrapping 
myseif in deep thought so that I can elicit the ideas expounded in their 
writings in the light of the current situation. The spirit displayed by 
Comrade Shaoqi should encourage and inspire us to make greater efforts. 
i have realized that the editors of RED FLAG and party newspapers and 
journals should avoid relying on quotations to boost their authority, 
because doing this habitually wiil abet book worship. 


Ma Peiwen: 


i agree with those comrades who have offered so many fine ideas to improve 
RED FLAG. 


in my opinion, to improve RED FLAG, emphasis should be placed on strength- 
ening its theoretical content. Sy theory, naturally I mean the theory 

of closely integrating with the masses’ ideological outlook to the extent 
of being able to solve their ideological problems, and closely relating it 
to reality to the extent of being able to solve practical problems. To 
solve a host of problems confronting us, we urgently need theoretical 
guidance. Since RED FLAG is a theoretical journal of the party Central 
Committee, it sould play a greater role in publicizing theory. I there- 
fore hope that RED FLAG hereafter wiil take the lead in exploring theory, 
in seeking a breakthrough in theory and in displaving courage and thorough- 
ness in tackling theoretical problem. 


4] 





Wang Ruoshul: 


Ae the theoretical journal of the party Central Commitcee, RED FLAG holds 
an important position, Ite very large circulation of more than 
7,100,000 copies makee it possible for each copy to reach an average of 
one party member in every five. Since RED FLAG ewitched to a bimonthly 
it has made considerable efforts to improve iteaelf. This is quite 
obvious. 


Periodicals have many advantages which can be utilized. Newspapers have 
the distinct advantage of being able to publish articles quickly, and 
RED FLAG te no match for the prese in point of speed. However, there is 
4 problem for newspapers in that they are off the presse daily. if they 
carry lengthy articles, and if readers cannot finish reading them on that 
day, it is very likely that they will ignore them the next day when new 
iesuee are delivered. in this respect, periodicals have a greater 
advantage over newspapers in that they can be put aside like books. 

If one does not have the time to read them on one day, one can always 
resume reading the next day or the day after next. After one has finished 
reading them, they can be kept somewhere whenever one wishes to go over 
them once more. 


Naturally, there is the question of making people love to read periodicals 
Or newspapers. I think this involves the question of writing style, which 
should be lively, fresh and powerful. The question of length also poses 
a problem. While shorter articles are preferred, the thing that counts 

is their content, a problem which the masses currently wish to be settled 
immediately. Even lengthy articles are read by people. I feel that the 
requirements for periodicals should differ from those for newspapers. 

In the case of periodicals, to include some lengthy articles is quite all 
right, but this does not mean that concisely written items are to be 
ignored. Barring the use of empty verbiage and pleasantries, a 10,000- 
word article of substantial content will be read avidly by people. On 
the contrary, an article of 3,000 words will upset readers if it is full 
of rubbish and empty talk. This is because periodicals have their own 
special characteristics, so that they can demonstrate their strong points. 


It is hoped that RED FLAG will be run well. Between our party newspapers 
and party journals there is a relationship of mutual cooperation and 
friendly coordination, and sometimes they enter into friendly competition 
or emulation. If RED FLAG is run well, it wi' late and spur the 
RENMIN RIBAO as well. 


Apart from expoundiig party principles and policies, RED FLAG, in my 
opinion, should carry more articles that might well be explorative. For 
example, questions relating to literature and art may be discussed pub- 
licly without any consequences that matter. Such discussion permits the 
airing of different opinions. Whether the publications are periodicals 
or newspapers, they must have correct and penetrating contents to 
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maintain their atatue and eatablieh their authority whereby they can 
influence the whole country, 


Liu Simu:! 


Ae 4 party journal, RED FLAG is responsible for publiciging the Wii's 
domestic and foreign guiding principles and policies, paying appropriate 
attention to international issues, This is commensurate with China's 
present statue of being 4 major socialist country of the world. It also 
conforms to the requirements of readers. in the capacity of a researcher 
on world hiatory and as a RED FLAG reader, I intend to raise the follow- 
ing pointe from the angle of international issues: 


1. A bimonthly has limited space. It should not deal with international 
topics which are too big, otherwise the discussions are likely to be 
superficial, eketchy and thus far from exhaustive. 


2. it is hoped that such articles will be diverse in form. Apart from 
political commentaries of a general nature, essays on international sub- 
jects, book reviews, notes, selected articles from contributors and so 
forth may be included to make the ontente more lively. 


3. Articles of this nature should conform to the readers’ ideological 
outlook and have a definite objective in view so that doubts can be 
dispelled. I hope RED FLAG will canvas on a wide scale the opinions of 
representative groups of readers as a basis for selecting subjects for 
articles. 


Speech by Comrade Zhou Yang: 


Today, we have many comrades from the theoretical circles with us. 
Everyone gave many good suggestions. RED FLAC is the organ of the CCP 
Central Committee. I think everyone has a responsibility to run this 
publication well. (Comrade Renzhong: We must make it the best magazine 
in the whole country.) I was one of the earliest contributors to RED 
FLAG. The maiden issue of RED PFLAG carried an article I wrote on new 
folk songs. This article was recommended for publication by Comrade Mao 
Zedong. New folk songs are a product of the revolution. They are a new- 
born thing. Therefore, Comrade Mao Zedong attached much importance to 
them. Chairman Mao encouraged the development of new folk songs but also 
appreciated traditional folk songs very much. As a poet he had very 
strict artistic standards. He commented that "Folk Songs of the Red 
Flag” which the revered Comrade Guo and I edited was not refined enough. 
He advocated both realism and romanticism. He advocated the integration 
of revolutionary romanticism and revolutionary rewliem. If romanticiem 
is not based on realism, then it is dangerous. The wind of communism and 
wind of exaggeration were by-products of this. But we cannot abandon 

the revolutionary spirit just because of this. 





| believe that our publications and al!) our undertakings must first main= 
tain a vigorous revolutionary spirit, Naturally, we must aleo have 4 
realistic and practical attitude. Stalin eaid that Lenin's style was a 
combination of the revolutionary spirit and the realistic spirit. Com 
rade Mao Zedong reiterated many times the integration of revolutionary 
romanticiem and revolutionary realiem. 1 think thie ie etill the style 
that we must pereiet in, Later, thie style was sabotaged. Particularly 
during the time of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" there was realiem and 

a political attitude! Comrade Xiaoping again put forth the slogan that we 
must seek truth from facts, integrate theory with practice, always proceed 
from reality and study new conditions and new problems. Why did he 
receive such enthusiastic support from the whole party? This is because . 
there is a need to restore thie traditional style of our party after it 
had been disrupted for a long time. When we seek truth from facts it is 
also necessary to have a revolutionary spirit. Without this spirit, how . 
can a publication be full of vitality? To study new events and new 
problem we must undertake exploration in the theoretical realm. This 
might result in thie or that mistake. But even so, the publication will 
still have a very vigorous revolutionary image in the hearts of the 
people. Everyone will want to read it, to be inspired and encouraged. 

If there is never any new idea and the writings are always overcautious, 
even if there are no errors, the publication will never attract any atten- 
tion and become popular. in propagandizing the party's principles and 
policies we must seek truth from facts and have a revolutionary spirit 

or an innovative opirit. Is it not true that the eight-point principle 

of our party had to be reformed? Our various tasks, our literature and 
art, our education and our institutions all have to be reformed. At 
present the masses have many criticisms concerning our work in various 
areas. Only reforms can solve these problems. Is there any other way? 
Therefore, our publications and all our tasks must boldly and reslie- 
tically promote reforms. Only thus can we really do our work weli. 


The newspapers and ,ournale of the party and all the propaganda work of 
the party must be beneficial to unifying the will and thinking of the 
party. Otherwise, what would we want an organ for? What would we want 

a Propaganda Department for’? What would we want a party committee for? 
For unifying the thinking of the whole party and the whole people under 
the unified guidance of the party Central Committee's principles, poli- ° 
cies and line. There are many existing ideological questions and 
ideological confusion. How can everyone unite as one and wholeheartedly 
engage in building the four modernizations? To unify our thinking and 

our will we must seek truth from facts and fully carry out the dem- 
cratic principles and free discussions to attain unity. There are some 
questions that are not to be discussed publicly in newspapers or jour- 
nals. Then discussion can be conducted within the party and within 
certain limits to enable everyone to fully express his opinions in order 
to arrive at an agreement on basic questions of principle--though not on 
all questions. There are many questions that can be freely discussed. 
Take, for example, questions on literature and art, education, philosophy, 


50 





economics afd hietory: why cat we fe) discuss them freely’ With public 
discussion, people's ainde become Mere active, and aore people will read 
the publicetions. Theat te the reasen i feel that our party organs should 
efeate curh an atapephere, Many questions should be aliewed to be die= 
cupeed freely in ow party organe. if one has expressed erfoneow opin 
lehe if the course of discussion, one can be  fFitlcieed and caf & ©« 
eountereriticive, Criticle® quel be compadely and tatended to benefit 
others. We have been talking about the double hundred principle fer more 
than 20 yeare. The double hundred principle meane free discussion, With- 
out free development and free dlecussion, ecienee, literature and art 
cannot progress. There could be some risks in free development and free 
discussion, Bul compared wit) the danger of @ental oesification, these 
fieke are @uch emalier, We would take these rieke to make the thinking 
of our party and our people vigorous and to wake them dare to speak out, 
express their opinione and engage in diecussion. Therefore, | with 
the suggestion made by the majority of our comrades that we make 
RED FLAC more ilively and eirive to achiewe waified thinking through Lively 
free discussions. Saturaliy, it te impossible to hawe total unity of 
thinking. Unity of ideas needs only to be arrived at on important 
questions of principle. When people's thinking has been enlivened and 
RED FLAC has played 4 role in wnifwing people's thinking, then it will 
gain authority. 


Speech by Comrade Wang fenrhone 


Piret, let @e thank everyone for attending thie forum and for aaking aany 
good suggestions. FD FLAC has had many accomplishments. But I still 
feel that, a6 an organ of the party Central Committee, BPD FLAG ie etiii 
a long ws) from meeting the party Central Committee's demands on the 
journal. it still has «4 long way to go in fulfilling the hopes our 
broad masses of party members and cadres have pinted on it. Regarding 
the question of how to strive te run the journal well, comrades of the 
editorial department of RED FLAL should diecuss the suggestions made by 
our comrades today. After discussion they should draw up a plan on how 
the journal should be edited aed whet contents should be included in the 
second half of this year. “reower, we hope thet comrades present of 
abeent from today's meeting, comedes in the theoretical circles and 
comrades in charge of actual work, will take up the responsibility with 
us. Everyone has asked that the Central Committee and the Propagende 
Department strengthen leadership. We are aleo prepared to call « geet ing 
specifically to etudy the work of running sewepapere and journeie. At 
the eame time, hope that everyone will go all out end strive hard. The 
existing problem cannot be solved by eny one pereon alone. Did we not 
say thet we have piles upon piles of probleme! We indeed heave agany prob- 
lem. Each one of wt gust work hard to conduct « udies and write 
articles. Seth long articles and short articles will be fine, but I hope 
that long erticies will be avoided as guch as pose. ble and that there 
will be gore articles of about 1,000 to 2,000 charectere or 2,000 to 
3,000 cherecters. Everyone is busy and does not have time to read long 
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afticies, Some questions «6h be discussed if sevetfal ailicies, with earl 
afticle dealing with one idea, It te not necessary to have everything 
included in one long-winded article, 


One question ie very important, and that ie how to integrate theory with 
practice, This le — question of principle in Marxiem, and Comrade Mao 
Zedong aiwaye advocated this, To eum up in one colloquial expression, 
thie ie the question of hew te shoot the arrow at the target. There are 
many “targets” at present, There are many questions that need to be 
anewered. The questions to be answered are our “targets.” Marxiem 
Leniniem Mao Zedong Thought is our “arrow.” Comrade Mao Zedong said that 
if one can explain one of two practical questions with the standpoint, 
viewpoint and methods of Marxiem that te already a kind of achievement. 
The more questions one can explain, the greater the achievement. To be 
able to shoot the arrow at the target one must conduct investigations and 
study and hold forum. ‘Some of our comrades a, advanced in age and can- 
hot get around or go to the countryside to gain firethand experience, but 
it is quite all right for them to etay in Beijing. Although problem in 
the factories and rural areas in Beijing are not totally similar to those 
in other places, there may be many common probleme. We can go to nearby 
places to hold forum, interview families of workers and peasants, hold 
meetings with workers, cadres and students, bring out questions and 
initiate debates and diecuseions among them. Articles written on this 
basis will be able to shoot the arrow at the target, because they wiil 
reflect the opinions and wishes of the masses and speak the language of 
the masses. in thie manner our articles will be gore lively, people will 
be more willing to read them and this can solve some problem. 
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CARRYING OUT ALL-ROUND QUALITY CONTROL LS A REVOLUTION IN PRODUCTION 
MANAGEMENT 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp W-33 


[Article by Zhu Shanren [2612 080) 0088), director of the Shanghai No 1/7 
Cotton Textile Mill, in the coluagn “How To Raiee the Level of Business 


Management of Industrial Enterprises” | 


{[Text) Editor's Note: Ove of the important tasks 
in socialist modernization is to discover some 
methods of business management which are suitable 
for our present conditions and for raising the level 
of business management of socialist industrial 
enterprises. Beginning with this issue, this jour- 
nal will run a column, “How To Raise the Level of 
Business Management of Industrial Enterprises,” to 
discuss some urgent problems concerning the manage- 
ment of present industrial enterprises. Readere are 
cordially invited to express their views. We hope 
they will write more short articles, each dealing 
with a specific topic. 


in the past few years our country has imported some foreign techniques 
for all-round quality control, and many industrial enterprises have 
obtained outstanding results. 


In 1979 our mill began ite experiment. It was gradually popularized 
throughout the mill. After summing up the experiences of our own tradi- 
tional management methods, studying the laws of quality control and pro- 
ceeding from the realities in our country and our mill, we assimilated 
some advanced foreign experiences, discovered some methods for quality 
control and established an initial system of overall quality control in 
our mill. Since the popularization of this syste: we have reformed our 
old traditional methods, and, instead of passively reviewing our past 
performances, we took active preventive measures. Quality control by «4 
emall number of people was replaced by masse participation in quality 
control. In addition to the quality of our products, we attached great 
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importance to the quaiity of Our services, Ouf Work and our production 
eoste. Inetead of relying on our Old experiences, we are now using 
atatietical analysis and scientific data; and inatead of the criteria 
eet by the state, we are now relying on our customers’ commente and the 
law of value ae the final meane of measuring our quality. Thus, quality 
control, production and business management have 411 undergone new 
changes. 


What ie all-round quality control’ Simpiy speaking, it meane masse 
participation in quality control in all phases of production, the estab- 
lishment of a complete quality control eyetem in all departments of an 
enterprise, the use of mathematical etatisticse as the besic means of 
control by all workere and staff members, giving full ecope to special 
technology and management techniques and using the aoet economical : 
research methode for the production and marketing of products which are 
ae fine as the customere expect. An all-round quality control systes 
applies to practically al) eections of enterprise management. The inten- 
sification of thie control syetem will prompt the enterprise to adopt 
various scientific methods to speed up the modernization of ite manage- 
ment. An all-round quality control system calle for a real reform of the 
ideas, the system, the methods and the organization of management. This 
involves an organization of productive forces and an improvement of the 
relations of production and various spheres of the superstructure. That 
ie why the intensification of an all-round quality control systes 
inevitably will lead to a real revolution in production management and 
ultimately ao ‘urther emancipation of productive forces for the speedy 
progress of the four modernizations. 


In thie reform we have introduced for ourselves the guiding thought of 
the “four alis” and “four wholes,” meaning all for the customers’ satis- 
faction, all actions guided by “prevention first,” 211 calculations based 
on scientific data and ali things following the PDCA (an abbreviation of 
the English words “planning, decision, checking and action") cycle; and 
the whole personnel participating in quaiity control, the whole work , 
process highlighted by quality contro!, the whole work proceeding along 
the path of “quality first” and the whole area striving for greater, 
faster, better and more economical results. The idea of “four alle” and 
“four wholes” has become the orientation of efforts and the guideline 

for action among the broad masses of workers and staff members in our 
mill and has yielded outstanding results in production. 


What criterion should we use in determining the quality of our products? 
The original idea was, first, to follow the state standard, or the 
standard set by the ministry, and, second, to follow the first-class 
goods index set by the higher authorities. Now these standards are 
obviously not enough. The standard eet by the state represents only the 
minigum requirement, and the first-class goods index can only partially 
indicate the level of quality. The large number of problem with quality 
encountered every day are reflected in the opinions of our customers or 
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COfeumere, They afe HOt cOheerRese With euch Questions as whether our 
produ te Measure up to the etate standard of how close our products are 
toe the firet- clase goods index; they aie only concerned with our 
products’ uee vaiue and utility, in shert, they only want fine goods at 
low prices. Therefore, only the direct weers of consumere can render 

the final verdict on the quality of prodwets, Since the quasity 

products ie determined by thelr vee vaiue, we introduced the guiding 
thought of “all for the customers’ satisfaction.” In other words, we 
must have 4 clear underetanding of the need for our products to satisfy 
the people's growing requirements. We used the cuscomers' opinions as 

an important guide in raising the quality of our products as well as the 
orientation and motive force ‘or the improvement of our work. This was 
how we became more ideologically enlightened after practicing all-round 
quality control. Through force of habit some departments in charge do not 
share this view in the evaluation of quality. In the textile trade the 
customary method of evaluating quality te etiill based on the comparison 
of goods according to their outward appearance, with no definite require- 
mente for innate quality, particularly their usefulness. Use value is 
not used 48 4 means of measuring quality, and no consideration is given 
to the amount of work and capital required to meet the quality standard. 
This method of evaluation can easily lead to the tendency to be concerned 
with appearance ineatead of real utii.cty, or with quality alone without 
considering production costs. 


We hold that the eetcing of standards and tie evaluation of the quality 
of procucts should take into account both the products’ performance and 
production costs. Receatly we visited some customers and carefully 
listened to their comments on clothe of inferior quaiity. Later we tried 
to analyze the performance according to the principle of value and work. 
We classified our cotton-dacron of various qualities in the order of 
primary and secondary importance according to the :equirements of the 
printing and dveing mills. The result of the investigation clearly 
reveaied a serious dislocation between the quality standard used by the 
cotton textile mills and the processing requirements of the printing and 
dyeing mills. For example, the cotton impurities, a matter of primary 
importance to the cotton textile trade, were considered to be of only 
secondary importance by the printing and dyeing milis, because these 
impurities could easily be eliminated in processing. On the other hand, 
the characteristics of being “firm, smooth and sleek,” which are quite 
ig@portant to consu@ers who use the cioth to make garments, are not 
included in the quality standard, and were not even considered in the 
evaluation. This shows that we had not done enough to reduce cotton 
impurities. For textile mills the reduction of impurities in cotton yarn 
calle for great efforts and additional production costs. According to 
etatistics, if « grain of tepurity has to be remo ed from every gram of 
yern, beyond the normal requirement, the productio: cost for each 100 
tons of cotton yarn will be an additional 1,320 yuen. “Going too far 
till means not going far enough.” The same principle applies to quality. 
Certainly, failure to satisfy the customers is not desirable; yet 
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excessive demands on quality, even though the increased use value is 
negligible, will greatiy im rease production costs. Therefore, this 
“surplus quality” or “excessive quality” is inadvisable. 


Enterprises are a system of production ecompassing people, money, 

materials, information and environment for the sake of meeting people's 
requirements. Nowever, instead of being isolated or detached from the 

rest of the world, the eyetem is related to the society outeide in 

numerous ways. fnterprises ae « system are .9 fact only a tiny portion 

of society as a whole. for eli-round quality control, all ferces within 

the enterprises should be mobilized, and ali factors gust be organized ; 
and coordinated in the beet possible way. In other words, quality con- 
trol should be carried out by the entire personnel and throughout the 
whole process. The quality of products comprehensively reflects the 
quality of everyone's work. A Chousand people's yarn mean ten thousand 
people's cloth,” as the old saying goes among textile mills. We are now 
forming 4 system in which everyone, including the secretary, the plant 
director and every worker, will join in guaranteeing good quality. The 
entire process, including che checking of incoming raw materials, design 
for and trial manufacture of new products, control of procedures for the 
daily output of old products, delivery and marketing of finished products 
and calling on and serving customers, ie ecientifically and strictly con- 
trolled. We have also effectively controlled and standardized five fac- 
tors affecting the quality of products, namely, raw and semi finished 
materials, human operations, technological methods, equipment maintenance 
and environment (particularly the temperature and humidity in textile 
mille), and we have insured better quality with better workmanship. 
Quality will be a matter of concern for sot serely 4 emall number of 
specially designated persons, but for the entire personnel; and in addi- 
tion to the quality of finished products we have also paid attention to 
the quality of the encire work process. This ie an important reform in 
quality control. If thie reform ie act coordinated with external condi- 
tions, we will meet with many obstacies and can hardly make any headway 
at all. For textile mille, raw materiale are one of the important factors 
affecting quality and account for more than 80 percent of production costs. 
If the quality of raw materials is unreliable and the supply cannot be 
insured, it will be impossible to achieve high quality and stable produc- 
tion costs. At present the mill cennot do anything on its own initiative 
about the supply of raw materiale. it has to carry on with whatever is 
supplied and has no choice at all. This is a serious problem for quality, 
end it must be solved through the joint efforts of the industrial and 
commercial system. 





To practice all-round quality control we have to depend on scientific 
data and make prevention our primary concern. This calle for adequate 
means and methods of scientific testing. At present the method of test- 
ing is mainly carried out by visual inspection, feeling by hand and 
other experiences of direct perception through the sense organs, and the 
result of testing is largely influenced by subjective factors. Tests of 


96 








the quaiity of se®ilinesiied pled te gettewtay vi 
a destructive sature requifing comples afd time-consuming procedures, and 
the fesulte are usually ascertained too late te prevent @istekes, thus 
failing to play any fegulative er controlling rele. Therefore, we aust 
solve the urgent problem of advanced tools te be used for fapid afd nen 
destructive testing. Since 1979, to meet the requirements for qe | *y 
eontrel, our te hal al pefeontel aed workers have evccesefully laproved 
af automatic Se hige for recording cotton lapurities and equipment for 
automatically controlling the Cemperature of the size, and they have 
introduced the use of prejection inetruments, tensiometere, dioptric 
viecometere, and eo forth for conducting scientific teste on the network 
of cotton fibers, the teatur of fabrics, the tensile strength of yarn 
and the solidity of eive wiih certain eucecess, However, some instruments 
which require complex technology and ate hard to manufacture should be 
supplied by the professional departments. Testing toole can be likened 
to the ear, the eve and the serve syetem of quality control, and whether 
of not they are scientific and advanced hase 4 close bearing on the level 
of industrial technology. Therefore, we must firet etep up our research 
on the production of advanced testing tools. Thie ie an indispensabie 
component of the entire system of quality control. The intensification of 
ali-round quality control calis for precautionary measures, so that the 
flawe can be eliginated in the process of production. Besides relying on 
the workers’ skill and their sensory perception as the means of control, 
we should aleo renovate our equipment and raise the level of automation 
in order to strengthen the aonitoring and control systems. We gust con- 
duct v'gorow research on the sanufacturing of various kinds of advanced 
@onitoring and control equipment, including electronic computers and 
single-engine automat! control iasteliations. 


Because of the socialigation of production, the reform and improvement 
of quality require not only the coordinated efforts of variow depart- 
mente within the enterprises and high work performance on the part of 
the personnel, but alee the cooperation and support of the trades and 
professions concerned. Thie will certeiniy iead to certain reform and 
readjwst@ents in the relevant epheres of the superstructure. it is said 
thet pulling one etrand of heir can produce govement of the whole body. 
Therefore, in carrying out all-round quality control we must mobilize 
ell the social forces to conduct propaganda and education. Ail forces 
of the producers and consumers and those in the educational, scientific 
and technological, finance and trade departments and government offices 
@ust be organized and aobilized to handle this importent link of ali- 
round quality control in order to continue the revolution in production 
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WHOLEHEARTEDLY SERVE THE CUSTOMERS--ON BUSINESS LDEAS FOR SOCIALIST 
INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp 32-34 


[Article by Diao Jinxiang (0431 68655 4362), director of the Zikong 
Dongxin Electric Carbon Plant, Sichuan) 


[Text] Because of the experiment in expanding the enterprises’ decision- 
making power, the personnel of the enterprises concerned are now going 
out to contact their customers and are producing according to the demand 
in order to make greater contributions to the four modernizations. The 
method of business operation is now included as an important item on 
their agenda. To improve business, everyone is now studying and explor- 
ing some good business ideas. The so-called business operation means 
people's economic activities in the production and distribution of mate- 
rial wealth. For an enterprise, it is not only a matter of producing 
what is needed by society and the consumers, but also of adopting 
methods for delivering ite products to the departments and consumers 
who need them in order to better meet the ever-increasing demands of 
society and the people. 


Different socioeconomic form have different guiding business ideas. in 
4 capitalist society the means of production belong to the capitalists, 
and the business ideas of capitalists are to gain maximum profite with 
minimum capital. Under the party's leadership, socialist enterprises, 
of which the workers are the masters, firmly adhere to the socialist 
orientation, and the purpose of their production is to meet the ever- 
growing needs of the people in their material and cultural life. There- 
fore, the business ideas of socialist enterprises should be to serve the 
customers wholeheartedly. 


Serving the customers is a concrete fore of serving the people and the 
four modernizations. This is a task which is determined by the nature 
and duty of socialist enterprises and is also a reflection of the basic 
socialist economic law. 








Socialiet enterprises should consciously adopt advanced technology and 
advanced processes and equipment and ehould continue to raise, improve 
and develop their production in order to meet the ever-increasing mate= 
rial and cultural needs of the people to the maximum extent. To attain 
this goal they must be concerned with the use value of their products 
and devote their energy to the quantities, varieties, epecificatio.m, 
designs, quality, appearance and packing of thelr products. The primary 
concern of factories te with their customers’ satisfaction and the 
preducte their customere like to use. The products of an enterprise 
will seve no use value if they fail to satiefy the customers. An impor- 
tant way to develop production is toe etrive for more popular use of their 


products #0 a8 to serve the (omere @ore extensively and efficiently. 

According to the original d. . our plant should produce carbon of only 
22 varieties for the electr| iuetry. Now the number of varieties has 
increased to 76, and in addi’ to large quantities of carbon of various 


varieties for the electric industry, we are also producing large quanti- 
ties for the machinery, chemical, metallurgical and other special indus- 
tries. The scope of our products has expanded from various trades and 
professions of the electric industry to the machinery, metallurgical, 
chemical, light industrial, petroleum, inetrumente and meters, and elec- 
tronic departments. in 3 years of eration, from 1970, when our plant 
was commiesioned, to 1973, our output doubled; and by 1978 our production 
had tripled. in 1979 the output value of new products amounted to 40 per- 
cent of the total annual output value, and the profits amounted to 50 per- 
cent of the total annual profits. 


To serve our customers wholeheartedly we provided cordial, convenient and 
meticulour services to our old regular customere. At the same time ve 
caretully check on the use of these types of products at home and abroad, 
study the situation carefully and dispatch technicei service team for 
propaganda and promtionai work in soctety in order to obtain more new 
customers and expand our market in the past several years we have popu- 
larized the use of our carbon graphite seal rings, graphite inflation 
tings, eraphite flakes, graphite piston rings, graphite bearings, 
gtaphite axie bushings, graphite washers, and so forth, in addition to 
carbon materials for synthetic ¢lamonds. While improving the quality and 
increasing the varieties of our products, the enterprise at the same 
time has paid attention to the reduction of production costs in order to 
supply good and low-priced products to our customers and to accumulate 
more funde for expanded reproduction. 


So thet our products can better meet customers’ requirements, we care- 
fully attended to scientific research, technical innovation and the 
tapping of potentials. The purpose of our scient‘fic research was to 
lay the foundation for the supply of new products id the upgrading of 
our old products for the customers. At present one-third of all the 
engineering personnel in our plant are engaged in scientific research, 
and the area of our research site is gradually expanding. We have also 
added some new test instruments. The carbon graphite material research 
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center, established in 1976, has produced 2/7 types of new products fol- 
lowing research, fieven of them have attained the advanced levels and 
met the customers’ requiremente fairly well. Improvement of technical 
equipment is an important meane of raising the quality of products. 

For thie purpose, our plant has adopted new technology, improved work 
conditions, set up technical workshops and trained a contingent of tech- 
nical peraonnel skilled in designing, sanufacturing and construction, 
Tapping potentiale ie an important measure for qa reproduction 
and producing new products o8 soon as poselble. in 1979, mainly through 
tapping potentials, our pliant eet up 4 processing workshop for new 
products mene d by 80 workers The output value reached 4.5 million yuan 
and enable. « to cater to the seede of @ore than 100 customers, Thies 
clearly shows that the needs of uslomere are the orientation, goal and 
motive force for an enterprise to conduct ecientific research, technical 
innovation and the tapping of potentials. 


The socialist econom is 4 planned economy. The business ideas of enter- 
prises should correspond to planned and proportionate development and the 
law of value. First, the enterprises must be plan-conscious and strive to 
fulfill the plans handed down by the estate, in time and according to the 
specified quality and quantity, so a8 to be sure that planned regulation 
plays the leading role in the enterprise's business activities. At the 
same time, it should attech great importance to the role of market regula- 
tion. An enterprise should think of the market, too. Through the rela- 
tionship between supply and demand in the market it should discover the 
amount of products required and examine the quality of products. It 
should use the market as a mirror to reveal the correctness or incorrect- 
ness of ite business ideas as well as the business results. It should 
frequently look at iteel! in the mirror, thinking over everything, and, 

if necessary, revise or adjust the production plans without delay. 


When there is market regulation there must be competition. The main pur- 
pose of competition is to win over customere. Competition can stimulate 
the enterprise's innate motive force and bring changes in many respects, 
from business to form of business activities and from the structure of 
management to the business mentality of workers and staff members. An 
enterprise can win the competition only when it has an efficient struc- 
ture, effective management and high productivity. 


Marketing is the vanguard of business operation. The marketing structure 
and sales force of an enterprise should be ready to join the competition. 
So that marketing can promote production, the sales department should have 
easy access to information through market investigations, analyses and 
forecasts. In a certain sense, knowledge of the extent of market demand 
is a prerequisite for winning the competition. The quality of products 
should be carefully attended to, and every means must be used to give 
satisfaction and provide convenience to the customers. This is the 
guarantee of victory in the competition. An enterprise's products must 

be strongly competitive in respect to quality, varieties, specifications, 
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designe, prices, accessefies, service and packing. Last year, when there 
wae 4 serious imbalance between production and marketing and the state 
plan kept ua working seriously under capacity, our plant adopted posi- 
tive measures by forming 4 special sales organ with service centers in 
different places throughout the country. These centers are responsible 
for providing technical services, investigating the local markete an’ 
promoting sales, We aleo set up a file of our customers, paid them 
regular visite to ascertain the quality of our products and carried out 
various form of propaganda and sales promotion. After some efforts we 
achieved outetanding resulte. Last year we fulfilled the etate plan 2 
monthe ahead of echedule, and the output value and profit levels were 

the highest since the inception of our plant. The regulative role of the 
market las opened mre avenues for sales and added to the vitality of 

the enterprise. 


The business ideas of serving the customers wholeheartedly on the part 
of socialist enterprises helped promote their modernization. Since our 
plant ia engaged in producing electric carbon, we should try in every 
way to supply high-quality products apd to make them available to all 
departments, trades and professions which can make use of them. This is 
the goal of our etruggle and the orientation of our service. We must 
more effectively master new technology, new processes and new equipment 
with a view to modernizing the electric carbon industry and our plant. 
We will encounter many difficulties in managing the enterprise well. 
However, as long as our thinking and actions are truly oriented to 
serving the customers, these difficulties can be overcome, our service 
wili be further improved and our enterprise will continue to develop. 
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PERFECT THE REVOLUTIONARY LEGAL SYSTEM AND PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE 
PEOPLE--REMINISCENCES OF EMINENT COMRADE DONG BIWU'S OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL AND LEGAL WORK 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp 35-37 
[Article by Jin Mosheng (68655 7817 3932)) 


[Text] Comrade Dong Biwu (5516 1801 2976) was one of the founders of the 
Chinese Communist Party, a great proletarian revolutionary and the PRC's 
earliest outetanding leader on the political and jurisprudence fronts. 
Hie brilliant militant career spanned several decades, and a large part 
of it was devoted to promoting political and legal work. He has left an 
indelible mark in the history of the development of our revolutionary 
government and socialist legal system. 


Eminent Comrade Dong was good at applying the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
the state and law to study and sum up our practical experiences in build- 
ing the revolutionary government. Before nationwide liberation he first 
worked in the Jiangxi revolutionary base area before being transferred to 
the areas under the government of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region 
and the North China People's Government. Wherever he went he never 
stopped paying attention to the need for strengthening the revolutionary 
government and its legal system. He devoted his time to building our 
country's government system in a creative way. Commenting on the regu- 
lations of the people's congresees and our country's superior government 
system, he explicitly said: “Basically, our people's congresses or the 
political system under which they are organized fall under the category 
of the socialist system. The source of our political strength comes from 
the people's representative meeting or the system in which the people's 
congresses are organized, a system which represents the whole picture of 
our political life." He also pointed out: Once it was formed, a people's 
congress was not only a legislative body but also a working organ. It 

was an organizational form through which the people could take direct part 
in the administration of state affairs. Through this statement he pointed 
out the need for reforming the etate organs as the most fundamental guar- 
antee for the people to manage state affairs as masters of their own 
country. As a leader participating in the actual formation of the 


62 








people's revolutionary government in the liberated areas, he fully 
endorsed the achievements of the people's congresses at all levels 

there. In 1948 he was elected chairman ot the North China People's 
Government. From that position he began to concentrate great attention 
on building the organs of etate power, especially those at the basic 
levels, on the basis of basic achtevemente of the old Liberated ar as in 
land reform. Furthermore, he gave strong support in the form of manpower 
and material resources to the battlefronts in close coordination with all 
unite concerned, In addition to personally grasping the task of building 
district ar ownship governments, he assumed a leading role in the 
drafting o @ organic regulations for the district and township people's 
congresse « d district and township governments, stipulating that all 
district township governments shall be elected by the people's con- 
gresses at neir corresponding levels In October 1948 he invited cadres 
from the Shanxi-Chahaer-Hebei and Shanxi-Chahaer-Shandong-Henan border 
regions to a meeting held in Pingshan County, Hebei Province, to sum up 
our experiences in building the organe of state power. Since the PRC's 
founding these experiences have been used as a basis for shaping regula- 
tions for the local people's congresses at all levels and the National 
People's Congress. Eminent Comrade Dong attached great importance to 
this newborn government system. He once sent cadres of the Political 

and Legal Affairs Committee to Beijing, Shanxi, Chahaer, Hebei and other 
provinces to investigate, study and sum up their experiences in building 
local governments and to survey related problems. He sternly and 
promptly criticized those who viewed with contempt the representative 
meetings at all levels and the people's congresses and who substituted 
their administrative meetings for sessions of the people's congresses. 

He resolutely defended the people's right to manage their own country, 
fighting heroically for the consolidation and development of socialist 
democracy. 


Eminent Comrade Dong studied and knew the law well. He applied the 
Marxist theory of the state and law to profoundly expose the hypocritical 
and reactionary nature of the capitalist legal system and realistically 
summed up new China's experience in building the orgens of state power 
and the legal system, thus leaving us a rich legacy of essays and 
articles on these subjects, a cultural legacy which is highly valuable 

to our political and legal affairs front. He often interpreted the 
important functions and role of the revolutionary legal system from the 
scientific and theoretical points of view. In this connection, he pointed 
out: “Naturally, laws, statutes, regulations and rules are required to 
establish any new government. After the old system is smashed, we must 
strive to replace it with a new one. Otherwise, anarchism will prevail. 
How can the new order be maintained in the absence of laws, statutes, 
regulations and rules? We must act according to t.e new laws, regula- 
tions and rules as soon as they are established. The party must adopt 
positive measures to perfect our democratic legal system, safeguard the 
people's democratic system, strengthen the discipline of law and order 
and protect the people's democratic rights." This statement clearly 
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telle usa that the socialiat legal system aust be improved in order to 
safeguard socialiat democracy, consolidate the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat and pretect the interests of the broad masses. 


On the basis of the dialectical relationship between the superstructure 
and the economic base, eminent Comrade Dong aleo stressed the need to 
etrengthen the socialiat legal system in coordination with economic 
development. In thie connection, he explicitly proposed "a policy aimed 
at gearing judicial work to serve economic construction,” along with 
measures to strengthen the socialist legal system. He also gave detailed 
reasons for putting the legal system at the service of economic construc- 
tion. 


In addition to interpreting the important functions and role of the legal 
system from the theoretical point of view, he was very active in revolu- 
tionary practice and in the development of the revolutionary legal system. 
As soon as new China was founded, he took direct part in the drafting of 
the "Common Program of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Con- 
ference,” "The PRC Marriage Law," "The PRC Land Reform Law," "The PRC 
Regulations Governing Penalties Against Counterrevolutionaries," “The PRC 
Regulations Governing Penalties Against Corruption,” "The PRC Program for 
the Enforcement of Minority Regional Autonomy” and many other laws. He 
also participated directly in the drafting of the "PRC Constitution" and 
the "Flectoral Law of the PRC National People's Congress." At the same 
time, he devoted his energy to compiling and studying the criminal law, 
civil law and the law of criminal procedure of foreign countries. He also 
spared no effort to investigate and study the legal system that had been 
in force since the PRC's founding. 


Eminent Comrade Dong also worked hard and tirelessly to develop our revo- 
lutionary legal system. Before nationwide liberation he attached great 
importance to the development of an initial people's democratic legal 
system. in this connection, he pointed out: During the revolutionary 
civil wars, under the unified leadership of the party, various revolu- 
tionary base areas in our country adopted many policies and laws which 
represented the will of the people and interests of the revolution. 
Although these policies and laws were relatively simple in form and 
unavoidably tinged with local interests, they were instrumental in insur- 
ing the development of our revolutionary cause and were symbols of our 
people's democratic legal system in ite budding stage. After nationwide 
liberation eminent Comrade Dong was particularly concerned with the 
development of the socialist legal system. Shortly after the PRC's 
founding he became vice premier of the State Council and chairman of the 
Political and Legal Affairs Committee. In addition to assisting Premier 
Zhou Enlai in handling state affairs, he was a principal leading member 
in charge of our country's political and legal affairs. At his special 
invitation, Premier Zhou Enlai addressed the first session of the 
Political and Legal Affairs Committee, giving important instructions on 
political and legal affairs. During the session eminent Comrade Dong 
also proposed the gradual perfection of the laws. 
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Because the legal eyal em Heeded to be further Lipioved at thet time he 
@uggested to ihe ompades concerned Cheat the Supreme People’s Court take 
steps to compile all judlela: precedente ae reference Thies suggestion 
was further endorsed by Comfade Mao decdong if fle 198 ‘aetruction on the 
legal system. in his speech te the eighth party congress, nt off ade 
Deng pointed out: “Acting according to the iaw le « hey te sucem 28 
further strengthening the legal system. What doee thie mean’ in 
response to this question, he said: “The meaning of ‘acting according to 
the 'aw' is twofold, first, laws quet be enacted and proclaimed so a8 to 
turn all our citisene inte law-abiding people. in other words, ewift 
efforts gust be made to improve all laportant lawe that remain incomplete, 
Second, everyone aust abide by the law. Provisions of all existing laws 
@ust be effectively enforced, evervone Must act according to the law, 

The laws must be strictly observed by a1] judicial organs in an exemplary 
way. No one should be permitted to offend any law.” This theme origi- 
nating from eminent Coarade Dong, that everyone q@uet act according to the 
law and abide by law and that laws must be enacted and improved was and 
etill ie an important guiding thought for further etrengthening our legal 
System today. Over 20 veare of practical experience, and especially the 
lessons we heve drawn ‘rom the vielation of the socialist legal system by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four” an’ their cruel suppression of the people, 
cleariy tell ue that eminent Comra e ong's critical comments on the 
“loopholes in our legal syeten” and “violation of the laws” and other 
legal problem constitute a golden axion which ie still useful to us 
today. 


Eminent Comrade Done once stressed the need to educate party members, 
cadres and the broad masses in observing the laws through @ propaganda 
campaign. in this connection, be said: “At present, law observation 
has become a problem that deserves the serious attencion of the personnel 
of estate organs. We must abide by the law ane gust iead the people in 
observing the law. This ie essential to the implementation of our 
party's general line.” He emphasized: “An urgent task in the process of 
further strengthening our legai system is to step up the campaign of 
publicity and education which is aimed at strengthening the sense of the 
legal system among the cadres and people. Only in this way can we help 
them understand what ia legal ane what is illegal, convince them that 
the state legal system should be strictly observed in order to guarantee 
their democratic rights, effectively implement our iegal syetes and bring 
into full play the peopie's role in overseeing law enforcement.” 


Eminent Comrade Jon, attached the greatest importance to the education of 
people in the law. Shortly after the establishment of the North China 
People's Goverament in 1945, he focused hie efforrs on training judicial 
cadres. Aa soon as the Central People's Governme.: wae established, he 
aseumed 4 ‘eading role in founding 4 sew law research institute and in 
training cadres in political and legal affairs. I» this connection, he 
pointed out that the training of cadres in operating the public security 
organs, the people's procuratorates and the people's courts muet be 
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Peig Zhen and m Rul be , le 3863 VOLO, Lh founding the Central 
Political and Legal Cadre School, After Learning that the Beijing 
University Lew Schee! was (houghtlesely closed in 1952 aa a result of 
educatiofne. reorganisation, be lnetructed the depart@ents concerned to 
feetore it in addition te pefeonally aeelgning hie etaff to take 
oharee of the .onetruction of the Beliiag Valveretty Law School, he 
issued 4 detailed inetructton regarding ite teaching policy, student 
enrollment pian and faculty composition, an instruction which also 
emphasi#ed the following three polnte | Law @uet eerve, but cannot be 
eubstituted by, politics! 2) we Quest learn from foreign countries in a 
way that Cakes into a ounce China’e actual needs; we should never learn 
from them in « dopgmati: way we @uet reiy Of Veteran cadres to operate 
the iaw schoo), we @uet Gace eiforte te train young teachere and unite 
exieting teachere to bring their role inco full play. These timely . 


teachinge® remain useful today. 


He was aieo deeply taterested in Law research. In November 1949 he 
founded the New China Polliieal Seclhery and the New China Law Society. 
The former wae headed | in Bogu (2651 9.90 3255) and the latter by 
Shen Junru (l)s) 6874 0320), Their purpose was to rally experts in 


political and legal affaire both inside and outeide the party behind the 
“Common Program of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Confer- 
ence’ and the common endeavor to successfully develop the legal systes. 
In the @epring of 195) the ‘wo societies were gerged into the China 
Political and Law Society under eminent Comrade Dong's personal direction. 
According to the provisions of ite charter, the aia of this society was to 
rally comrades boch inside and outeide the party behind a common effort 
to etudy the Marxiet<Leniniet theory of the state and lav, to appiy the 
Marxist-Leninist viewpoint and method to remold our old ideas, to popu- 
larize legal knowledge, to provide experience in developing the legal 
system, to exchange knowledge about law with other nations and to parti- 
Cipate in international debates on legal iseues. All these fully 
reflected hie perception of this political and law society. Following 
ite inauguration, thie society operated under his direct leadership. 

He personally chaired the [iret meeting of ite board of directors and ites 
succeeding «tending committee seetings. The minutes of each meeting were 
personaily reviqged and approved by hit le 1955 the law research insti- 
tute wae officially inavgurated with eminent Comrade Dong’s blessing. 


In 1953 the journal ZHENGFA YANJLU [POLITICAL AND LAW RESEARCH] was 
inaugurated in accordance with his proposal to promote research in polit- 
ical and legal affairs in addition to personally writing the heading 
for the journal and the editorial for ite inaugural iesue, he dictated 
the following editorial policy to the comrades associated with this 
publication: 1) It gust serve end never alienate iteelf from politics; 
2) It qmust keep in touch with reality. As soon as each issue was off 
the press, he was briefed by the chief editor on its contents. He 
attached great ia@portance to thie publication. During each briefing he 








Woudd page of te the ediblutial depatlwehl fhe opliivne on the afbar tee 
in the previvus tesue. ile sever stopped showing hie concern for this 
publication, even after being appointed deputy head of state, a job 
which kept him very busy, 


Eminent Comrade Dong repeatedly pointed out: The key to succeosa ta 
etrengthening the socialist legel system lies in our efforts to stiengthen 
the leadership of the party. We sald: “The party must strengthen ite 
leadership over the development of the legal syetem as an important etep 
in further etrengthening the people's dempcratic legal syetem."” He 
pointed out: “The party can lead the organe of state power and the 
departments in charge of implementation of the legal system. But thie 
does not mean that it can substitute for their functions.” In epecify- 
ing the correct relationship between party and state organs with the 

aim of strengthening the leadership of the party, eminent Comrade Dong 
eaid: "“Firet, in ite relation with the organe of state power the party 
@ust clearly advise them in what direction they should move and what 
work they should do, second, while overseeing their activities, it should 
remind them and their subordinate unite of the need to carry out ite 
policies; third, it should select and appoint loyal and able party and 
nonparty cadres to etaff the organe of etate power.” Today thie advice 
from eminent Comrade Dong remains alid in the correct handling of the 
relationship between the party and the government. 


Furthermore, some speeches and actions which disregarded the legal system 
often drew severe criticism {rom eminent Comrade Dong. In 1951, after 
noting that the people's congresses were ignored by many localities and 
were never in session in scores of counties in north China, he severely 
criticized them for harboring such erroneous thoughts about the people's 
congresses during hie appearance at the firet meeting of county government 
leaders in north China. During the eighth national party congress held in 
1958 he also sharply criticized those who disregarded the legal system and 
violated the laws. In 1959, in refuting the nihilisc crend of thought 
eimed at closing the political and legal affairs colleges, he said: “This 
opinion is not shared by the central authorities.” At a meeting attended 
by representatives of political and legal circles he repeatedly emphasized 
thet the law could never be austhilated, nor could anyone take the job 
@vay from you or your next generation. Thies statement by eminent Comrade 
Dong, which warmed the hearts of political and legal affairs cadres at 
that time, was a clear indication of his dedication to the principle of 
the proletarian party character. 


This spirit of loyalty to the party and people displayed by our esteemed 
and beloved Comrade Dong--a proletarian revolutionary--will forever 
educate and inspire us to advance trom victory to victory. 
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ON THE MARXIST OUTLOOK ON PRACTICE 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 80 pp 38-45 
[Article by Xiao Olan [5135 0467)) 


[Text] According to Merxiet philosophy, the viewpoint on practice is of 
crucial significance in the entire Marxiet theoretical eystem. Engels 
regarded the “Theses on Feuerbach,” in which Marx for the first time 
defined the significance of practice, as “the firet document in which 
the brilliant germ of the world outlook te deposited.” ("Selected Works 
of Marx and Engels,” Vol 4, pp 208-209) Both Marx and Engels called 
“communies” the “materialies of practice,” and Lenin held that the view- 
point on practice should be “the first and fundamental in the theory of 
knowledge.” ("Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 2, p 142) In defense of 
Marxiem, Comrade Mao Zedong published hie famous work “On Practice." All 
thie shows the extreme ig@portance of the viewpoint on practice in the 
Marxist system. Without practice there can be no way to understand 
nature and society; without the viewpoint on practice there can be no 
ecientific socialism. The discussion on the question of the criterion 
of truth after the emashing of the “gang of four” played a great role in 
emancipating the mind, doing away with blind faith and setting things 
right in the political and ideological lines precisely because this dis- 
cussion ie closely related to thie most fundamental Marxist viewpoint. 


The term ‘practice” ie not an exclusively Marxist one. Some philosophers 
before and after the birth of Marxies spoke about “practice,” and some 

of them even exaggerated ite significance. Hegel was one of those who 
emphasized “practice,” while the pragmatiste have even regarded it as the 
etarting point of their whole set of theories. Lenin pointed out that 
pragmatiem “recognizes practice as the only criterion.” ("Selected Works 
of Lenin,” Vol 2, p 349) The question ie that their so-called “practice” 
is basically different from that of Marxiem. In his letter to Li Da, 
dated 28 December 1954, Comrade Mao Zedong said: “The terms regarding 
prectical application and efficiency used by pragmatists and cited in 

our criticiem of pragmatism are similar in general to those being used 
by us. It is necessary to compare these terms with the term: we are 
using and make some explanations, because ordinary people cannot clearly 





distinguish velween be bie Way ter we to dead with 
pregmatiom, as wel, ae the other viewnolnte which can easily be confused 
with the Marxist concept of practice ne wet correctiv understand the 
Marmiet scientific definition of the concept of practice and ciartfy 
those viewpoints which people “cannot clearly dietinguish” before we can 
comprehensively understand the Marxkiel viewpo.at on practice, shies 
very necessary in consolidating and expanding the succesa of the dis- 
cussion on the criterion of truth, 


How should we interpret the Marxist concept of practice? 


The concept of practice is ticeparable {rom the basic question of 
philosophy. 


Before the birth of mankind there was no euch thing as a relationship 
between matter and consciousness. Lt wae only through the practice of 
labor that apes becam men and human society was created. Then con- 
eciousness in the wor.s and the relationship between matter and con- 
sciousness came into being. Consclousnese wae the outcome of a long 
material development; therefore, matter is primary. The material world, 
if left entirely to itself, cannot meet human needs, so people must 
understand and trans‘orm it. The mot. -e, purpose, plan and so forth of 
peopie for the transformati are basea on their consciousness or sub- 
jective view. The subjective can reflect the objective only through 
practice. Again, it ie onay \\rough practice that consciousness can 
treansicrm matter and that the eublective can be translated into the 
objective. Practice ia the source of contradictions between matter and 
conecicousness and between the oblective and the subjective. It is also 
the foundation on which contradictions, in their motion, continue to 
arrive at 4 unity of opposites. if we do snot understand practice, then 
we cannot correctly understand the dialectical re) tionship between 
matter and consciousness and between the objective and the subjective. 
This is one aspect of the iesue. 


The other aspect is that without the dialectical relationship between 
matter and consciousness and between the objective and the subjective 

we cannot correctly understand practice either. Marx criticized those 
who had always been pragmatists by pointing out that they were divorced 
from the material foundation and exaggeraled the subjective aspect in an 
ebetract way. At the same time he pointed out: “The chief defect of all 
hitherto existing qateriale ise that the thing, reality, sensuousness is 
conceived only ia the form of the object or of intuition, but not as 
human sensuous activity, pragmaties, not eublectiveiy.” ("Selected Works 
of Marx and Engels,” Vol i, p 16) Thus we can see that neither abstractly 
developing the subjective and being divorced from the objective nor one- 
sidedly stressing the objective by discarding the «ubtective can be 
conducive to @ correct understanding of practice. Lenin clearly pointed 
Out that the interlocking point of the subject and the object and of 
consciousness and matter is equivalent to the practice of people and 
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human history.” (Collected Werke of Lenin,” Vel 38, p 310) Comrade Mao 
Zedong concisely and se ientifically described practice as “the subjective 
translated into the objective.” (On Protracted War") All these are 
scientific definitions of the concept ef practice based on the dialectical 
relationship between matter and coneciousnese and between the objective 
and the subjective, 


Since practice is ‘the subjective translated into the objective,” it 
naturally refers to the activities of changing the realities. Activ- 
ities which do not lead to any change of realities and which are purely 
perceptual activities, such as taking « loow at or hearing about some- . 
thing, cannot be called practi.e. Generally, thie Laterpretation te 
correct, that is, generally but not abeclutely. Hegel eaid: “The sense 
organs of sight and hearing serve the purpose of Knowledge; whatever we 
see and hear is left undieturbed. The sense organs of smelling and 
tasting, however, show the germ of practice, because we emell what we 
are going to eat and taste what we are going to swallow.” ("Esthetics ,” 
Vol 1, p 178) This passage containe some rational substance. However, 
we should go further by saying that even in our sense organs of sight 

and hearing we should be able to detect the germ of practice. Instead of 
simply interpreting the “activities ef changing realities” as a process 
of a direct change, we should also take into account the process of 
preparation indispensable for changing some obfect. All observations and 
investigations (seeing and hearing) intended as a preparation for chang- 
ing realities, such as astronomic observatione, geological surveys, 
social investigations, military reconnaissance and so forth, can be 
called practice. Lenin pointed out: “In practice which serves us a8 «4 
criterion in the theory of knowledge, we must include also the practice 
of astronomical observations, discoveries, and so forth.” ("Selected 
Works of Lenin,” Vol 2, p i140) Purthermore, what has been achieved in 
the activities to change realities and what has been gained from observa- 
tion should also be regarded as practice. As Lenin saic, Marx’ “Das 
Kapital” “uses facts, that is, practice, as « means of examination at 
every step of his analysis.” ("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 38, p 357) 


All human activities conducted for a purpose are practice. Comrade Mao 
Zedong said: ‘Marxists regard man's activities in production as the most 
fundamental practical activity, the determinant of all his other activ- 
ities.” ("On Practice") He also pointed out: "Man's social practice is 
not confined to activity in production but takes many other form--class 
struggle, political life, scientific and artistic pursuits; in short, as 
@ social being, man participates in all spheres of practical life of 
society.” ("On Practice”) 


When Lin Biso and the “gang of four” were on the rampage, many one-sided 
and narrow viewpoints on practice which violated Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought were in circulation Sometimes they used the most basic 
activity of practice, namely, activities in production, as a substitute 
for the entire social practice. Ail engineering and technical personnel 
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with and even play 4 direct foie if Varfioue forma of social practice, 
Thie ie alee one way for tiem to dtaw fourienment and to enrich them 
selves, eo that thelr own proleselomal practice will better fit in with 
the entire practice Of seciaitet cohatfuction, 


The scientific definition of the comeept of practice and the in-depth 
exposition of the substance of practice according to Marxist philosophy 
have revealed the characterlatica of practice if Gany aspecte, amone 
which the most basic are! objectivity, gan s dynamic role and social 
hietorical slenificanc« 


Firet, practice meane Loe subjective tCraneiated into the objective. 


Thies firet of ali @eane Chat practice te a type of objective "perceptual 
activity, of some material activities which people can directly or 
indirectly feel. The kind of practice which idealists talk about is 
weually imperceptible chrough people's sensory organs, because it is 

the outcome of subjectivies or the innate epiritual activity produced 
through divine revelation. Thic idealist practice is basically wrong, 
because the subject (man) o° practice, the object (objective world) of 
practice and the meane (tools, machinery) of practice are all perceptible 
Objective realities. The process of practical activities and their 
results are also perceptible objective things. Therefore, no matter 
from which angle it ie viewed, practice is objective activity. 


Yet, instead of ordinary objective activities, practice is a special 
activity by which the subjective is translated into the objective. 
Human beings are no ordinary animale, but «a higher form of animal with 
an inner subjective worid and the power of thinking and reasoning. If 
materialism does not attempc to interpret practice from people's sub- 
jective aspect, it will mot de able te dietinguish between human prac- 
tice and the activities of other animals or to correctly interpret the 
especial objective activity of practice. Marx pointed out that animal 
activities, even those a8 intricate as « epider web and a beehive, are, 
after all, some form of unconsciow, instinctive activity which does 
not constitute an activity of labor practice. The labor practice of 
human beings, even though clumsy end crude is, after all, subjectively 
controlied and consciously carried owt with «a purpose. it is therefore 
far superior to the other animal activities. 


Human practice has evolved from ani@al activities. Lenin said: 
“Instinctive man, che savage, does not distinguish himself from nature, 
but conscious aan does.” ("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 38, p 90) 

It ie still very difficuic to clearly distinguish the practice of 
saveges from animal activities, because this type of practice usually 
lacks 4 purpose and planning. Only the practical activities of con- 
scious man can be clearly distinguished from animal activities. 
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and spontaneity which are without sclentific theoretical guidance, For 
example, it would be beat for ue to cite Linstein's theory of time and 
space, The practice which serves the purpose of testing truth is 
undoubtedly an objective activity. Wowever, since it ta the objective 
activity of translating the subjective into the objective, we must also 
note the role of the subjective element. Without certain scientific 
knowledge as the foundation; without the necessary material means 
(materialized scientific theories); without the guidance of correct 
logical and theoretical (deas; and without an indomitable apirit or will 
on our part, practice will not be able te touch on the profound and 
Objective nature of things, and thie kind of practice cannot be used to 
test the truth of the objective reflection of things. 


After all, practice ie the activity of translating the subjective into 

the objective; therefore, in our discussion we have to repeatedly stress . 
the role of the subjective in practice and the importance of our con- 

sciousness in further remolding our subjective world. However, we must 

never forget that, no matter how important the subjective role may be, 

practice, after all, is still a kind of objective perceptual activity. 

This objective activity is different from ordinary animal activities, 

because it is man's activity with a purpose. 


Second, practice is a dynamic activity. 


The dynamic nature of human practice is manifested in two aspects: One 
is to transform the world through practice, and the other is to dynami- 
cally understand the world through practice. These two different aspects 
are closely related and mutually supplementary. In the course of trans- 
forming the world, mankind gradually comes to understand the world, and 
ite better knowledge of the world in turn strengthens its power to 
transform the world. 


The world conceals its essence behind its outer false appearance. 

Animals cannot think and therefore cannot reflect the essence of the 
world by seeing through the outer false appearance. Mankind can think 
and grasp the essence of things by seeing through the outer false 
appearance. "But it is precisely the alteration of nature by men, not 
solely nature as such, and it is in the measure that man has learned to 
change nature that his intelligence has increased." ("Selected Works of 
Marx and Engels," Vol 3, p 551) Precisely because of this, the material- 
ist theory of dynamic reflection ie built on the foundation of an accu- 
rate understanding of practice. 


Practice is able to provide subjectiveness with the dynamic ability of 
thoroughly knowing the essence of things only because, in the course of 
transforming the world, it can tear off the layers of outer false 
appearance and thus reveal the real essence of things. Essence is 
universal, netural and governed by laws, but it lurks behind an outward 
appearance. Practice can help people to raise their knowledge from the 
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level of todtvidual perception to the level of universality and 
rationality and te apply the experiences gained from individual, par- 
ticular and Limited practical activities to similar practice but on an 
infinitely wider scope. Thie te why practice iteelf hae the superiority 
of umivervality. in the activitles of practice there le a process of 
change from the individual to the general, from the particular te the 
ubivereal, and {rom limited to unlimited activities. As to whether the 
universal theories which people gain from practice represent truth and 
whether these theories correspond to objective reality, this hae to be 
vitimately tested by practice. At the same time, it is only practice 
that can transtorm theories into realities, or realietic theories. 
Therefore, as Lenin said, "Practice ie higher than (theoretical) 
knowledge, for it has not only the dignity of universality but aleo that 
of immediate ac*uality.” ("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 38, p 230) 


The ultimate purpose of knowing the world is to transform it, and the 
extent of the dynamic role of practice in transforming the world is 
determined by the depth and accuracy with which the objective nature 

of things can be revealed in practice. "The ‘objective world’ ‘pursues 
ite own course,’ and man's practice, confronted by this objective world, 
encounters ‘obstacles’ in the ‘realization’ of the end, even ‘impossi- 
bility’..." ("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 38, p 231) As long as 
people deeply and clearly underetand the objective nature of objective 
things and act accordingly, then practice will be able to play the 
dynamic role of solving these problems. Therefore, our materialiste' 
interpretation of the dynamic role is different from that of the ideal- 
iste, because we hold that a dynamic role, instead of being abstract and 
arbitrary, is controlled by the objective nature of things, or objective 
laws. in a certain sense, the dynamic role of practice in transforming 
the world is the dynamic role of knowledge based on objectivity and 
essentiality. 


in practice, mankind dynamically transforms not only the objective but 
also the subjective world by constantly increasing the power of logical 
thinking, or the power to know the objective world. An accurate 
knowledge of the objective world is inseparable from correct logical 
thinking. The logic of thinking is nothing gore than the reflection of 
objective logic in human subjectiveness. The reflection of objective 
thinge by mankind is the dynamic outcome of practice, and thus logic is 
also the outcome of the dynamic role of practice. "Man's practice, 
repeating itself a thousand million times, becomes consolidated in man's 
consciousness by figures of logic. Precisely (and only) on account of 
this thousand-million-fold repetition, these figures have the stability 
of a prejudice and an axiomatic character.” ("Collected Works of Lenin," 
Vol 38, p 233) The importance and reliability of the role played by 
logic in knowledge has been tested in practical experience throughout 
human history. The truths proved by practice in history have certeinly 
been strictly tested by logic. Since the objective world itself is « 
united organic entity, having ite own laws and ite own objective logic, 
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peop ie gheouid tifet i@ars if practlee irom the objective 
world itself, The objective world te the (iret teacher of logic for 
mankind, We canmoc exclude iOgic ffom practice of exclude practice 
from logic, We muat correctly and dialectically unite them on the baste 
of practice before we can truly interpret practice and correctly master 
the dynamic roie of practice, 


We discover truth in practice ate ube practice to test truth, Practice 
as the sole source of knowledge anu the sole criterion for testing truth, 
which we often talk about, muet not be sisconetrued as the exclusion of 


logical thinking, because practice is | © outcome of objective logic 

which develops naturally, and the logic of thinking is the reflection of 

objective iogic in practice. Practice iteeit imeludes logic and is , 
ineeparabie from logic. Without logic, practice will lose ite dynamic 

nature. That was why Lenin said: “Logic means che question of truth." 

("Collected Worke of Lenin,’ Vol 38, p 186) The long historical develop- . 
ment of human practice siowse that the knowledge which seems to have been 


proved by practice but not correctly and atrictiy tested by logical 
theories is unreliable and can usually be revised or totally rejected by 
the subsequent development of practice. There are usually different 
interpretations of what has been proved and what has not been proved 

by the result of practice iteelf. Therefore, we etill need to conduct 

a complete logical analveie of the practice which serves to test truth. 


Through experiments, Pasteur once “proved that inorganic matter can 
never produce anything organic. In fact, what his experiments actually 
proved was only that, under the conditions then existing and within a 
very short time to come, lifelese chings cannot produce any life. 

Engels conducted a logical and theoretical analysis of Pasteur's 
experiment and pointed out that thie type of practice could by no means 
prove what it had to prove. Im etrictiy logical terms, he demonstrated 
that at the very beginning, life must have come from lifeiess things. 
The historical development of human practice has proved that Engels, not 
Pasteur, is right (although, of course, it cannot be denied chat Pasteur's 
practice had great significance in other respects). The long historical 
experience in the development of human practice has shown that people 
cannot be satisfied with practical experiences or with knowing what has 
taken place but not why it bas taken place. They must supplement such 
experiences with the proof of logical theory. Practice in mapmaking has 
on numerous occasions proved the truth of the four-color theory. But 
mankind was still not satisfied and had to spend over 100 years in the 
search for further proof; it was mot until recently that a proof by 
strictly logical and mathematical theories was found after thousands of 
hours of electronic computer operation. Henceforth the four-color 
theory is accepted as truth beyond doubt. The proof based on Goldbach's 
imagination can only be depended on as sound logic, because the working 
out of numerous sets of indefinitely iarge numbers is basically impossi- 
ble in practical experience. Thus, logical proof is of great signifi- 
cance in the establishment of truth. Anyone denying or overiooking this 








polat wilil commit th r Of empiriciem or even idealism. Pragmatiets 
jubfective=idealiet empiriete) are nonlogicians. They insist that 
whatever La uset Nh practice constitutes Cruth, but the "» rac tice” 
they talk about excludes logical thinking and is only a “reaction” to 
external “stimuli” and an activity to “suit the environment”; aad the 


“truth they talk abeut does not mean the correct reflection of t.. 

objective by the aub ective, but only whatever is useful to them. They 

do not gis the ob ective logic of the world tteelf or the neces- 

ait f logical thinking hey only regard the world as something 
réated 1t of people's subjective and arbitrary thinking. 

it ie of juree geceseaty that the truth of any theory be tested by 


practice. However, really sclentific theories and logical deductions 
an also play the role of “revising” practice. Mendeleyev discovered 
the periodic law of elements on the basis of a huge amount of practical 
materials and, based on logical deduction, predicted the appearance of 
eka-alumioum. io 19°95, Lecoq de Boiebaudran, a French chemist, dis- 
covered the element gallium. Mendeleyev wrote to the Paris Academy of 
Sclences saying that the epecitfic gravity of gallium should be about 


1.9 inetead of 4.7 jolebaudran reexamined the result of his experiments 

and discovers ome problem with tie purity of gallium. He therefore 
nducted a fresl met of the specific gravity of gallium. The result 

of ti eat showed 4%. whici onfirmed Mendeleyev's prediction, 


Recognition of and due emphasis on the role of logical proof not only 
lict with “practice as the sole criterion of testing truth,” 
go provides a further ectentific explanation of this theory, 
pecaus 1 we have strongly pointed out, logic is produced in practice, 


ind the etrenet! r log ala omes trom practice The importance and 
reitabliity of logical proof has deen ci ntirmed by thre Long historical 
deve | pmen ' huey ractice ine iy irituali str nach of logic, through 


practice, can dynamically transform objective material forces. The 
rictiy sctentific dynamic role of logic is none other than the indirect 
und concentrated expression of che dynamic nature of practice. Respect 
for iogic, far fron nilicting with respect for practice, is actually a 
requirement tor respecting practice Belittling the strength of logic 
actually means belittling the practice of millions upon millions of 
peop l« in the final analysis, what has the highest prestige is prac- 
tice, nothing C practice. in other words, there is but one final 
criterion for the testing of truth, and that is practice. 


Practice can play the dynamic role of knowing and transforming the 

world, because peopie, in the course of practice, make, use, improve 

and invent tools, inetruments, machinery and so forth, and all these 
manmade materia! things are used to supplement hu.an perception, the 
human hand and the physical and mentai strength o: human beings. People 
use @aciinery, instruments and so forth to transform the world, and these 
activities in turn promoce their mental development. Therefore, people's 
natural attributes cannot restrict the dynamic role of their practice, 





and there ia unlimited potential in people's dynamic roles, Practice 
ie the most powerful rebuttal Co agnowtictem, These tools, instruments 
and machinery are the re@ult of human rationality materialized in prac- 
tice, and human rationality ie che outcome of the dynamic role of 
practice, 


What has been demonetrated above shows that practice carries out dynamic 
activities in many different waye, and that the dynamic role of practice 
constantly develope with immense vitaiity. 


Third, practice ie social hieterical activities, . 
Practice began ae social practice, which has also advanced along with 
historical developments it we coneider the activities of an individual 


in isolation from their so ial and historical relationship, we cannot 
correctly understand practice. Theee activities cannot serve as a 
dependable criterion for testing cruth either, 


The same principle applies to the revealing of truth about social 
phenomenon. As Lenin said, ‘The moet widely used, and most fallacious, 
method in the realm of social phenomena is to tear out individual minor 
facte and juggle with the examples. ...Facte, if we take them in their 
entirety, in cheir interconnection, are not only stubborn things, but 
undoubtedly proof-bearing things. Minor facts, if taken out of their 
entirety, out of their iaterconmection, if they are arbitrarily selected 
and torn out of context, are merely things for juggling, or even worse." 
("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 23, p 279) 


Social practice is the sum total of various interconnected and mutually 
regulative activities of different people. We must connect these dif- 

ferent, or even directly conflicting, activities before we can compre- 

hensively and meticulously test the truth of our knowledge in the light 
of their differences, their connections or their sum total. Only such 

social practice can be a reliabie means of testing. 


We cannot truly understand the dynamic aature of practice if we do not 
understand ite social nature, because the dynamic nature of practice and 
the social nature of practice are closely related and simultaneously 
develo ed. 


People usually say that man is the cleverest and the strongest of all 
animals. However, some biologists say that man is the weakest of all 
animals, because a man entirely cut off from his social relations--a 
biological man--will simply be incapable of surviving under natural 
conditions as other animals do. This assertion is of profound signifi- 
cance. The reason is that man's strength comes from social relations. 

To challenge this viewpoint by citing the experiences of Robinson Crusoe, 
who lived on an uninhabited island, would be futile. It is true that 
among living things on an uninhabited island, Crusoe, though separated 
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ihe Ovbeide world, Wae ethli Che etrongest one, Ne could @thii be 
eifrong even io Comparleen WATER Ehe Rative who came tO the same 

isianud By chance, Wowever, he wae etrong only because of hie scientific 
shoWledge, Cechaleal ekill, gun, eammunitions, toole and «) forth whieh 
am (rom @ oivilleed eoclety, and @ civilised society is superior te @ 
hative e@elety Therefore, Ceusoe's Ladividual practice wae essentially 
s form Of seclal practice, and 16 was not, and could fet be, entirely 
eepateied from eectal relations, otherwiee there can be no way to explain 
the dynamic neture of Robineon Crusoe's practical activities. 


Ail ‘\inge are in « perpetual etate of change, and the dynamic nature of 
ypfactice is fo exception. in social relations, people incessantly coordi- 
nate their activities and etrengthen their relationships; they exchange 
ideas among themelves and teach and cooperate with one another in 
developing ecience and technology. Thus, people's dynamic role in trane~- 
forming end knowing the world continues to grow at an ever-inoreasing 
speed. At the present stage of development of social practice, science 
and technology have elevated man's dynamic role in knowing and transfore- 
ing the world. The depth and breadth of the transformation are far 
beyond past imagination, and the speed of development is unprecedented 
and astoniehing. Without a historical viewpoint, therefore, we cennot 
correctly underetand eoctai practice and ever less modern practice. 


‘he Sietorleal development of prectice has also brought people into 

in teasingly loser and broader sociel relationships. During the priai- 
tive age the eo ial relations of people's practice were usually confined 
within eech emall common bodies as clans, tribes and eo forth. Contacte 
‘Soe (eee common bodies were aleo very rare, and their relationships 
were not close of practically did not exist. The development of practice 
brought 446 ferent commen bodies into closer relations, and the common 
odiee eredusily erew inte nations, states and eo forth. The social 
reieatione of human practice has even transcended national and state 
carriers. in the godern age the historically developing practice has 
expande? the social relations of mankind to a global scale including 

4 | Mankind, and these relations are continuing to become closer. 


Hietertcally, the social nature of practice develops in cigzags instead 
of wertiealiy. Within the prigitive cleans and tribes, practice had some 
eo. ial character, because when the productive forces were extremely 
insignificant, the collective etrength of 411 social members had to be 
counted on in any undertaking The appearance of iron etrengthened the 
productive forces and made individual production possible on 4 omal) 
scale. Tle edwersely affected the eocial collective character of 
practice and gave prominence to the individual roles in social practice. 
Small individual production continued to develop for thousands of years, 
wid in people’« cindse «4 narrow concept of practic: which one-sidedly 
stressed the individuals’ roles was gradually form-d. it was not until 
the age of large-scale machinery production that the social coliective 
character of practice gradually reasserted iteelf. This social nature 





ie based Of @ latgere ale afd cOMp. en socla. Felationship which te 
bag@icaily diflierent free that Of the primitive age, 


The practice schencifte experiment, hich be closely ftelated to modern 
lafae=acale machine! ereduction, alee .a@e the character of emali indi- 

Vidual production at the very beginning in the @eodern age, however, the 
practice of sclentific experiment hae gradually aequired an ever 

increasing social collective character in the course of ite own develop- 

ment. Oclalist seclet | Letericaily taevitable and superior 6 imp ly 

because it gakes people and suman feletione adaptable te the continued 
development of the social collective eharacter, The foree of habit of 

email individual oreduction, wileh hae Lasted for thousands of years; . 
the conservatiem which is content wich etaving behind closed doore 

instead of attempting any progtfess the quest for the “emall and ell- 

inclusive,” the “laree and alieinclusive,” “abeolute self-reliance,” . 
and eo forth te entirely lscompatible with the strong social collective 

character required in sodern practice Pacts have proved that such 


ideas Nave auged @ericue bar® to our seociaitet sedernization. 


Historical development, |! eeparated from practice, not only makes it 
ditficuit for use to uw stand what human knowledge is, but also pre- 
vents us from making mreheneive and in-depth interpretation of the 
role of social practice 16 tive discovery and testing of truth. Secial 
practice ie in 4 certain sense the outcome of history and has certeina 


historical limitations. Wowever, there le no limit to history's progress, 
Which will break throwgh 4.1 lLigitations important ecientific dis- 
coveries in history were usually made by different people of different 
countries at the same tine For exampie, the periodic ia of elemente 
was diecovere at th« seam ime by Mendeleyev of Ruseia and Meyer of 
Germany, while Newton of Pnglend and Leibaiz tawented calculus. Such 
phenomena were by meane incidental; (netead, they were determined by 
social practice wh vad matured in bietory. Because of the further 
advance of social practice, Mendeleyev's periodic law has been further 
refined and perfected Instead of the quantity of atom, the ordinate 


numbers of atom are sow used to explain the periodic changes in the . 
character of elements Chemists have rejected alchemy through scientific 
experiments, pointing out that one type of element cannot be transformed 
into another Modern experiments in nucieat physics have proved the ; 


possibility of irtercheages among elements, but instead of confirming 
the correctness of aichemy, theese experiments merely revealed the 
limitations of chemical experim@ente and pointed out that what the 
chemiet«e could reject wae omiy the idea of the aichemiets trying to 
change elements with chemical methods What chenical methods failed to 
accomplish wae accomplished Sy the experiments of nuclear physics. The 
basic idea in alchemy that elemente are interchangeable is still correct, 
@lthough the sethods used were entirely wrong. From this we can see the 
need for ue to examine social practice from a historical point of view 
so that we can realize thet human knowledge is an endless process of 
develop@ent {:'om relative truth to absolute truth Practice a8 4 








cfiterten of truth Le beth correct and incorrect, Recauee Of Kileteorical 
iimitetione, soctlal practice a8 4 Means of testing truth may be somewhat 
incorrect, but hieterical development can eventually confirm social 
practice a8 « @eane of teating beyond question the truth of knowledge, 


short, practice te the activity of tranelating the subjective inte 
the objective, which le « dynamic a8 well @@ social activity. Thies te 
the Maraiet onc ept of practice, 








IT LS NECESSARY TO ATTACH GREAT LMPORTANCE TO LDBOLOGICAL AND MORAL 
EDUCATION AMONG MIDDLE AND PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 14, 16 Jul 8° pp 46=66 


[Article by the Education and Public Health Department of the Hangzhou 
Municipal CCP Committee) 


[Text |) Middle and primary schoole are important training and education 
centers for youngsters. Strengthening ideological and moral education 
among middle anu primary echool studente ie « very significant step in 
insuring success in the four godernizations and in enhancing the healthy 
growth of youngsters. 


Youngstere are successors to the revolutionary cause who will form a new 
political and reserve force for socialiet sodernization. Our purpose in 
realizing the four godernigations is to create affivent material wealth, 
to build « high-level spiritual civilization and to make our country gore 
prosperous than ever. Nevertheless, we gust understand that our mod- 
ernization is being carried out in 4 country known for ite large popuie- 
tion, ite weak economic foundation and less-developed science and culture. 
Por this reason, our youngsters are required to foster lofty revoiu- 
tionary ideale and display a forward-looking revolutionary spirit. 
Purther@ore, we guet know thet clase struggle, bourgeois ideas and the 
remiant influence of feudal ideology still exist in certain parts of our 
country; a8 4 result of our increasing contacts with foreign countries, 
decadent foreign and obsolete bourgeoie ideologies may flow through 
various channels to influence us; the etruggle to win the support of 
youngsters «till existe in the ideciogicel and cultural fields and in 
everyday life. Our current urgent tesk ie to conscientiously study the 
new situation on the ideological end cultural front, the deportment of 
youngetere and laws governing their growth, and to dewelop effective 
measures to painstakingly educate and train youngetere until they cen 
recognize «11 form of nonproleterian ideas and resist the erosion of 
their influence. To thie end, middle and primary schools — t thoroughly 
isplement the party's educational policy, # policy aimed at transforming 
youngsters into “three-good” students through education and helping thee 
develop @oraiiy, intellectually and physicelly Primer and secondary 


. 
8. 





education te « pefied of traisine ifn whieh students can iay 4&4 groundwork 
for developing their moral qualities, intellectual aptitudes and physi- 
ai etrenath, Vurtnhe thie cruehal period 4 stage ts set for youngsters 
to aif Meovledge, bulld up their physique and shape their world out- 
look, veryone gust begin to study ecience and culture and build up his 
phyvelque when he te still young; the same is true of those who we 9 
become acquatnted with revolutlonary ideals and acquifte noble oral 
qualittes Whether we an help each student lay an educational ground- 
work Lo af all-round way during thie period will have 4 direct impact on 
hie future and @ bearing on the outcome of our soctalist godernization 
afd the destiny of our country and nation, 


When Lin Biae and the “gang of four” were at the height of their pover, 
the level of knowledge among students dropped sharpiy, because teachers 
could set teach and etudents could net learn. Since the downfall of the 
aang of four, chaos hae been eliminated and order restored; vast num 
bere of teachers have begun to attach importance to intellectual educa- 
tion, gfeat numbers of students have etudied diligently and worked hard 
to acguire eclentific and cultural enowledge. hie is really something 
to be celebrated. #ut we quet further strengthen ideological and moral 
education amone the students, help thee foster far-reaching revolutionary 
ideals and clearly advise them of objectives of study and pase on to thes 
our revolutionary epirit of hard struggle. Oniy in this way can we 
induce them to study enthustastically and epontaneously and inspire thes 
to study diligently to realize the four godernizations and etrive to 
scale the peaks of ecience and culture. 


At present it le necessary to strengthen ideological and goral education 
amone midcic eed primary etudente a8 4 geasure to consolidate and develop 
an excellent political situation of etebility and unity. Since the down- 
fall of the “gane of four,” the aain trend of thought among aiddie and 
primary e@echool etudente hae been good. Nevertheless, we cannot ignore 
the fect that 1) etudente nov in echool were either born of grew up 
during the iO-wear turbulent Cultural Revolution. Most of them grew into 
maturity et 4 time when Lin Biao and the “gang of four” were at the 
height of their power, confusing right with wrong, glory with disgrace, 
goo! with bed and beeuty with ugiinesse. Certainiv this exerted en impact 
om these little soule. This is why « number of students infiuenced by 
mhealthy ideas are sow lacking in lofty ideale, are too realistic and 
are Laterested only {9 seeking comfort and amenities. Of these etudents, 
some take 4 gloomy view of their future and do sot trust the four basic 
principles, While othere show no regerd for civilization and msorality, 
are impolite, iike te curse and beat people, and do whatever they wish. 
Some of them ewen have committed criges, thus eeriously jeopardizing 
social order and public security. Por thie reaso: we quet counter these 
problem that have cropped up among the students with an ideciogicei 

edu ation pfogra®, «a program Which must be patient!» and meticulously 
executed, we tust help ther eliginate the pernicious influence of Lin 
Diao and the “gang of four end constantly resist 411 form of 
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